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It has been quite a week. I can tell you this week I have learned more about epidemiology, 
social distancing, repository symptoms, and just how vulnerable many are, not just those who 
are immunosuppressed or elderly. But those who are on the edges of our society. Those who 
are dependent on hourly work, that have jobs that cannot be done remotely, kids that need 
schools open so they can have at least some meals and safety. I’ve learned about supply chains 
and how much our system can be as fragile as a house of cards that only needs one small part 
to be moved for the whole thing to come crashing down.  
 
Our passage this morning is commonly referred to as the Samaritan Women at the well. I have 
heard many sermons on this particular passage noting the context in which the conversation 
occurs between Jesus and the woman, only described as “a Samaritan Women”. It is notable to 
realize how many social barriers and boundaries are crossed in this interaction. She is a woman 
and she is a Samaritan chief among them. Many of the sermons I have read and heard imply 
that the Samaritan woman is a social outcast and a sinner, or at least more of a sinner than 
most, especially because she has been married 5 times and the man she lives with currently is 
her not her husband. 
 
Jesus, who is rarely shy about calling out people’s sin, never mentions her actions as sin, he 
does speak her truth, but doesn’t appear to cast any judgement on her. 
 
As commentator Caryn Reeder says,  
 
This summary of the woman’s marital status is the source of the assumption that the woman is 
a vile sinner. But consider this: 

 
1. Sin is not mentioned in John 4:5-42. Jesus is not exactly shy about addressing sin in 

John’s gospel. The absence of sin from John 4 suggests the story is not about sin after 
all.   

2. It was not uncommon for women to be married several times. In antiquity, women 
usually were married when they were fifteen years old or so; their husbands were 
generally ten to fifteen years older than them. It would be rather common for a woman 
to be widowed at a young age — and since society operated on the basis of male-
centered households, she would need to remarry to gain access to legal, economic, and 
social connections. The Samaritan woman could have been widowed several times over. 
She also might have been divorced, though probably not by her own desire. While there 
is some evidence women could initiate divorce proceedings against their husbands, it 
was much more common for men to divorce their wives, perhaps to make a more 
advantageous match, or for more personal reasons. Again, a divorced woman would 
need to remarry to survive in society.   

3. It was also not uncommon for men and women to live together without marriage. 
Official marriage was accompanied by legal restrictions: slaves could not legally marry, 
for instance; Roman citizens could not legally marry non-citizens; within Judaism, priests 
could not marry outside the priestly line. Economic reasons might also limit the 
possibility of an official marriage. Perhaps the man was wealthy but the woman was 
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poor, or perhaps the man had grown children from an earlier marriage and therefore 
would not want to dilute the inheritance by adding in children from a second marriage. 
In these cases, instead of legal marriage, people could simply live together — what we 
might call a common law marriage today. It was not sinful; it was just another form of 
marriage without the legal or economic consequences of official marriage.2 

 
The Samaritan woman’s marital status may be unusual — she seems to have been particularly 
unlucky with respect to her husbands. Her marital history, however, does not make her a 
sinner.  
 
So if this passage isn’t about the confessions of a sinner, what is it about? 
 
I would argue that it is about recognizing that we are seen, fully, AND loved. That we are 
offered the living water of being loved, not for what we do, not for what we make, not for who 
we know, or the titles we obtain, we are loved because we are created by God and called good. 
 
I’m not a big believer in absolute truths EXCEPT for the truth that God sees you, all of you, your 
best parts and the parts that you wish to hide or wish were different and God loves you 
because of and in spite of your stuff. God offers us a life line of love that can break down 
barriers that we put up, borders that the world puts up, and physical and metaphorical walls 
that we put up.  
 
In this passage, Jesus says that he will give the woman living water. 
 
Here’s what I know scientifically about living water. Living water provides health, hydration, 
living water produces life. Living water is running water, not stagnant water. Stagnant water is a 
breeding ground for bacteria and disease, stagnant water can be dangerous, stagnant water 
can lead to death. 
 
So how do we take the living water that Jesus offers and use it. It’s simple, we share it. Just like 
the Samaritan woman. She heard Jesus acknowledge her truth and his truth and was accepted, 
truth and all. She went immediately to share with others, “Come and see a man who told me 
everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah,[e] can he?” 
 
Living water does not remain living when it stagnates. When Jesus offers it to the Samaritan 
woman, if she had simply heard his message, wondered about his messiahship, and gone about 
her merry way the living water would have ceased to be living, but because she shared her 
experience, she shared what she had learned, she may have even shared his love by loving. This 
is crux of and a living out of the greatest commandment. 
 
When we hoard what we have learned, when we take the knowledge of being loved and keep it 
to ourselves or think that it only applies to us, we become stagnant and we start to die. 
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For me, this is where the Samaritan woman’s statement to Jesus is most prescient. “Our 
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you[c] say that the place where people must worship 
is in Jerusalem.” 
 
I think in our time it is easy for the church to become stagnant.  We can hear that we are loved 
by God and it is easy for us to hoard that love, it is easy for us to write people off as unloved or 
unlovable if they do not believe as we believe. We can be worried about where we worship or 
how we worship, what music we use, what clothes we wear, and Jesus is tearing down the wall 
that the Samaritans and the Jews had built, saying, “But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such 
as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 
 
Friends, the hour is here. This is the first, in what may be many weeks were gather together 
online, worshipping together virtually. It is unclear as to when we will gather together again in 
this sanctuary on our holy mountain. COVID-19, the coronavirus may be the thing that strips 
away all the pretense, all the trappings, all the barriers that we have built to worshipping in 
Spirit and in Truth. Jesus calls us to love God with all that we are and love our neighbors as 
ourselves. In this, moment of social distancing, of panic, of fear, of isolation when the order of 
the world as we know it is changing as our access to community is being reduced, as our lives 
are being disrupted that we are in need of the living water that Jesus offers us.  
 
The way we keep the water flowing, the way that we take the beautiful gift that Jesus offers us 
is to share the love. Leave our jars that held us in for so long and burst out with the knowledge 
that you are loved and so are they.  
 
You are probably wondering how we reach out to others in a time when we are being told to 
keep our distance. Well, today’s call is no different than the yesterday or last month or last 
year. The most vulnerable around us are still the most vulnerable, the immunocompromise, the 
elderly, the children in unsafe situations, the hourly worker who needs the hours to make the 
rent, the home bound who are in desperate need of contact, the ones without access to 
healthcare, the ones without access to shelter. The vulnerable are still vulnerable, but their 
vulnerability may be exacerbated. That is where we worship in spirit and truth. 
 
I want you to think of 5 people, 1 for everyday of the work week, that you can call or contact. 
People who might need you to go pick up their groceries, people who might need you to talk to 
them, people you might need you to come take the kids so the parents can take a nap or do 
housework, or just be. We all know 5 people that we can connect with, the fields are ripe for 
the harvest, ripe for a harvest of love and care that will bring the Spirit and Truth that we are 
loved by God. 
 
May it be so. 
 
 


