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Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another
with whatever gift each of you has received.
1 Peter 9:11

This summer was so much different than I imagined. Like many of you, Heidi and I had all kinds of plans for our own
travels, experiences, and opportunities for the kids. While this summer was not the way we had planned it, this summer has been full for us, as pastors and as parents.
We began this quarantine journey way back in March. I would have never guessed that 25 weeks ago we would have
closed the doors to our building for anything but essential tasks. Here we are at the beginning of September and we
are still working, analyzing, praying, and hoping that we will be able to join together in worship when it is prudent.
We know that it might be a long time before we will be able to all join together in our sanctuary, and we know that
when we do it will be different than it was before. We also know that God has been with us as we have navigated this
pandemic, so far and God will stay with us as we continue.
I have had the opportunity and challenge of learning how to record, edit, and produce weekly worship services, both
Heidi and I have had to be creative in how we do the things that a church has done. The session and the deacons
have had to prioritize and re-imagine how to do their work, and many of our members have learned new technologies
they never thought they would. This has been a spring and summer of firsts. As we continue into the fall, I imagine
those firsts will continue.
We also have been able to do some of the things that we always have done. We have continued to contribute to the
food shelf, we have continued to offer pastoral care and visits through the deacons and the pastors. We have continued to offer uplifting and meaningful worship; we have continued to have our members offer special music and be
worship leaders. We have continued to offer support for those in need and we have been able to partner with the
Churches Around the Park to reimagine the Worship in the Park every Sunday in July and August.
This fall, the Fall Planning Team and the COVID Response Team will be working with the session to provide opportunities for us to connect in many different ways and to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength; and love
our neighbors as ourselves. Be sure to watch worship, the Happenings, social media, and talk to your fellow members
for details about all the new and exciting things that we have planned this fall reminding us about the lyrics from the
hymn “We Are the Church”:
“I am the church! You are the church
We are the church together
All who follow Jesus
All around the world
Yes, we're the church together
The church is not a steeple
The church is not a resting place
The church is a people”
Pastor Greg Bolt
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Pastor Greg led Worship in the Park on Sunday, August
23rd at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM. It was great to see
people from our congregation in person for the first
time in months. Scott Perau and Lynn and Pete Dulak
led us in some great music that sounded wonderful in
the Bandshell.
A few of our younger members gathered at the home of
Jennifer Beck and Bob Schmaltz for a beach party. It was
great to hear the laughter and see the smiles of kids
playing together in the river and on the beach.

Little Free Pantry
Session voted at their August meeting to build and fill a Little Free Pantry.
Much like the Little Free Library boxes you see around town, this would be
a small way to offer non-perishable food to our hungry neighbors in times
when they aren’t able to access the Food Shelf. Look for more details
about ways you can help fill the pantry soon.

The Walk is Virtual but the need could not be more real.
Yes there WILL be a CROP Walk to help alleviate world hunger! Added to the global pandemic of Covid
-19 is the possibility of a global famine on the horizon. It is urgent that we continue to raise funds
to provide permanent solutions to hunger, poverty, displacement, disaster.
So, let’s
“WALK WITH OUR GLOBAL NEIGHBORS”
in a different way.
Of course we have to continue social distancing so you are invited to walk and to give on your own,
with your household or family. Since we’re “all in this together” with the pandemic, let’s be “in this together” in the effort to fight hunger. No competition among churches. All donations will be pooled.
25% goes to the Red Wing Food Shelf.

The dates will be October 2, 3, and 4. All participating churches around the park will have posters and
prayers in the windows of their front doors. We hope you’ll safely walk any route you choose, pausing
at each church to snap a selfie or add your name to the sidewalk in chalk. Then send a photo to the
Red Wing CROP Facebook page and to our Church page too!
Donations can happen several ways:
Give online to the Red Wing Crop Walk at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/redwingmn/ Click Donate at
the top and choose “General” as the Recipient.
Drop off checks or cash donations to the Red Wing CROP Walk Treasurer at United Lutheran Church, 912:00 every day.
Mail checks to our church office (Payable to CWS/CROP Walk).
QUESTIONS:
Betty Beck, our CROP Walk Captain, at bbplusb3@gmail.com or (651) 301-9726.

Session has met monthly throughout the summer– not at the church but using Zoom conferencing.
In the following update, many of you will notice that I use the word “continue” many times throughout this update.
Normally, I would try to rephrase my sentences – today I prefer using the word “continue”. This is a reminder to
me and hopefully to all of you that even though we are not meeting for worship the great work of our church does
not stop.
Building and Grounds committee continue to update and repair specific items within the building and the outside
of the church. Pete Dulak has been asked to build a Free Little Food Pantry which will be located somewhere outside on the church grounds. If you not are aware of what this pantry is- it is similar to the Little Free Libraries that
are in many neighborhoods throughout Red Wing. This pantry will offer free food to our neighbors.
Fall Planning Committee did meet the end of August. Plans for the next few months were discussed at this meeting. Session will be updated in September of what we can look forward to this fall.
Finance and Stewardship- continue to manage the churches finances. Our church members continue to give support monetarily or thru prayer even though some may find it difficult to give at this time. Thank you all for your
support.
Personnel/ Intra church have met throughout the summer. Looking to the future for a replacement for Briana, Jessica Yates is now off to college; Brianna does continue to work for the church as part- time when her skills are
needed. Thank you to Jessica for working for the church as administrative assistant this past summer.
The Re-Opening committee has continued to meet over the last few months, this committee will recommend to
session when the church could possibly reopen for worship. I know reopening of the church is on many of our
minds. I am sure some may be frustrated that the church remains closed while other churches have reopened.
Session wants to ensure the health and safety of our congregation. This decision to reopen is not an easy decision
for Session. I am asking all members of the congregation to pray for Session members to make the best decision
for the health of our congregation and patience for all as we remain closed.
COVID 19 has not stopped the continual care that Deacons offer to our members of First Presbyterian Church,
Red Wing. I appreciate all that this group does for our church. Deacon members are truly the heart and soul of
our church.
COVID 19 may have changed the world, disrupting our lives. I am grateful for all the work our committees, Deacons and Session continue to do. It is comforting to myself knowing that our building may be closed, but the
work, dedication and support from all of the congregation remains.
God Bless and Stay Healthy
Brenda Hendrix, Clerk of Session
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