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Pastors Report
Over the last eight years our family has had a tradition. Every summer we travel to the middle of

farm land, to Storm Lake, Iowa, to Buena Vista University to Synod School, put on by the Synod

of the Lakes and Prairies in July. It has become something that every member of our family

awaits with joy. Once again, July 25-30, we will attend, and this year I will teach another class

called, “God in the Box Office: Transformative Documentary Films”. Heidi and I will leading

morning worship and once again there will be a phenomenal speaker, Rev. Dr. Jill Duffield,

amazing worship, and things for all ages. Before COVID-19 you could expect to see 500-700

Presbyterians of all ages from 0-95+, you could expect classes offered by a variety of people on

a variety of topics ranging from outdoor cooking to social media basics to digging into the

letters of Paul to yoga and pickleball, there was something for everybody, including young

people. Our two started out in the toddler room and now our oldest will be with the Middle

Schoolers.  The middle and high school have their own convocation speaker and their own

program specifically geared towards them. They study science, art, body movement, the Bible,

and they develop friendships that cross state lines. This year, the committee is still determining

the best options for safe participation, but Synod School will happen and we’d love for you to

join the Bolt family in person or online. Heidi and I plan to attend in person Synod School but

there will be options to attend online many of the classes offered, including mine. I think it

would be amazing to have an contingent from First Presbyterian Church go to Synod School

together, attend different classes and be able to share with one another our experience. Check

more about Synod School, there is a copy of the catalog in the kiosk by the sanctuary or you

can go online at https://www.lakesandprairies.org/SynodSchool, download the catalog,

decide what classes you want to take, and register, (there are scholarships for first time

attenders). Hopefully, we will see you in Storm Lake either online or in person. Registration

opens April 1st.

P A S T O R  G R E G



Camp Scholarships
The Session voted at the March meeting to offer a $250 scholarship to any student who would

like to attend Clearwater Forest Camp this summer. Church camp is a wonderful way for our

youth to experience God's presence in a new way and we hope families will take advantage

of this opportunity this summer.

 

Please contact either Pastor Heidi or Pastor Greg if interested.

We'll enjoy God's creation, talk together about faith and enjoy some tasty treats.





God at Work

Thanks to all who came out and helped beautify our grounds before we celebrate Easter!



Our very own Beechtown
Parish Choir bested 29
other religious singing
groups in the region.

This past year has been hard for everyone, each in their own individual way.

However, there have also been amazing moments of compassion and love, for

others and ourselves. Our congregation has weathered the COVID-19 storm,

despite the bumps that have come. Throughout this journey we have collectively

helped not only our own members but also the community in which we live and the

world at large through the food shelf, little free pantry, mission gifts to HOPE

Coalition and other non-profits, and additional efforts. We wish to recognize and

give thanks for all the moments of compassion, grace, and love and invite you to

continue the momentum. Many who receive stimulus checks will need them to

address the challenges that COVID-19 has brought to their lives. Others might not

and may be looking for ways in which to make a positive difference for others. We

encourage you to continue your discipleship and ministry to others. If you or your

family would like to add to the momentum, please know that First Presbyterian

Church is willing and able to steward your gifts and “pay it forward” through

additional mission and ministry work in our community and world.

With gratitude,

The Finance & Stewardship Committee

We Give Thanks
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