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On Rally Sunday, we were invited to "Get in the Boat!"
and join together to do God's Kingdom work. We
shared great worship and great food and signed up to
take part in our community's good work.

Rev. Heidi Bolt
Pastor’s office phone:
651.327.2351
pastorheidi@firstpresbyterianredwing.com
Briana Byrne
Office Administrator phone:
651.327.2358
office@firstpresbyterianredwing.com
Tom Erickson
Treasurer office phone:
651.327.2350
treasurer@firstpresbyterianredwing.com

503 West Sixth Street
Red Wing, MN 55066
651.388.9584

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.
Exodus 20: 1-3

As we move into the fall, Heidi and I want to take a moment to share how grateful we are for this church, this community, and the work that we have been able to do over these last 22 months of service with you. We are grateful for the
work that has been done by the session and the congregation that laid the groundwork for such an enthusiastic rethinking of who we are and what we can be. The hard work, through tough times, helped prepare the soil and plant
seeds that are now bearing fruit, it helped create the natural environment for more seeds to be planted and more
harvest to be reaped. We are grateful to be able to share that harvest with our members and friends, as well as the
community and world. We know that none of this would be possible without this congregation’s commitment to the
covenant that it entered into over 163 years ago.
This fall, Pastor Heidi and I have been talking about covenant. From the very beginning of our Scriptures God is in a
covenantal relationship with the world. God covenants with Adam and Eve, with Noah, with Abram, with Joseph, and
on and on. The word covenant is used quite a bit in Scripture and in the church.
The dictionary defines covenant in noun form as an agreement, in verb form it is to agree, especially by lease, deed,
or other legal contract. In the Bible the language is literally to “cut a covenant”, this cutting of a covenant was always
sealed with an animal sacrifice of some kind, the two parties would literally cut an animal to complete the covenantal
agreement. Once this covenant was established each side had responsibilities to hold up. The same goes with our covenants and contracts with each other, with the church, with our community, and with God. We expect that the other
party will uphold their end of the contract and they expect us to hold up our end. The same is true for our covenant
with God, we believe that God upholds God’s end of the contract and thus it is our responsibility to hold up our end.
Therefore, when we believe that God is not upholding God’s end, we have the right and obligation to question, to call
God to account, much like many of our Biblical ancestors did. God also has the right and obligation to hold us to account. Our covenantal language, our covenantal theology, is two sided, we have expectations of God and God has expectations of us. Jesus explained this covenant by saying in Matthew 36, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind. “This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
The Law and the Prophets are continually calling us to care for the least of these, to share what we have, to treat all
as beloved children of God. At First Presbyterian Church, we do our best to follow these commandments through our
mission, worship, and learning. It is part of the covenant we make with God and the church when we answer the
membership question, “Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, giving of yourself in every way, and will
you seek the fellowship of the church wherever you may be?”
Part of being a faithful member is recognizing that God is holding up God’s end of the covenant and as we move into a
season of gratitude we remember all of the things that we are thankful for both now and in the past.
Pastor Greg
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We invite you to spend about 10 minutes
each day hand copying passages of Scripture.
If you love to journal or it is something you
have always wanted to try but never knew
how to start, this is a great way to connect
with yourself as well as the Word of God!
Each month we will post copies of each
month Scripture Writing Plan at the kiosk and
on our website and in the weekly happenings! Have fun!!
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Walking; Raising funds to help; Donating.

Walking reminds us that hunger is unacceptable!
$25 provides 50 chicks:
a self-propagating food source for extra nutrition and extra income.
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The Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women – a very diverse ethnic group – met in
Louisville, KY in August. There were 1640 registrants plus 21 international guests and 4
ecumenical partners. The first plenary was opened with Steve Buttleman, Official Bugler of Churchill Downs
and the Kentucky Derby, playing the Call to the Post.
Besides morning and evening plenaries with wonderful speakers, women could choose from 41 workshops.
Some of the main topics were immigration, human trafficking, racial equity, and violence toward women.

Did you know?
•

Presbyterian Women have been doing mission and justice work for 230 years.

•

PW’s are the greatest supporters of mission in the PCUSA.

•

The UN has granted NGO status to Presbyterian women.

•

There is an Arabic Presbyterian Church in Iowa.
There are 158 PW trainers from 38 states and Puerto Rico prepared to help congregations with disaster
preparedness information.

‘Mission Impossible’ is the theme of the Fall Gathering on October 13, 2018, at Calvin Presbyterian Church
in Long Lake. 230 Years of Women in Mission Does Make a Difference. Reservations must be made by October 6; the cost is $15. Please talk to Sue Huber or Joy Krajna if you are interested.
Thanks,
Dolores Rootes

Building & Grounds: Weds, October 3rd, 8:00 a.m.
Finance & Stewardship: Tues, October 9th, 8:00 a.m.
Presbyterian Women: Tues, October 9th, 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship & Membership: Tues, October 2nd, 4:00 p.m.
Worship & Sacraments: Tues, October 2nd, 4:00 p.m.

Deacons: Tues, October 2nd 5:30 p.m.
Christian Ed: Tues, October 9th, 5:15 p.m.
Session: Wed, October 10th, 6:30 p.m.
Intra-Church: TBD
Mission: TBD
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2:00 P.m. Funeral
for Amy Shelstad

10
6:30 a.m.
Men’s Book Study
8:00 a.m.
Building &
Grounds
6:30 p.m.
Session

17
6:30 a.m.
Men’s Book Study

24
6:30 a.m.
Men’s Book Study

31
6:30 a.m.
Men’s Book Study

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

6

12

13

19

20

7:30 a.m.
Women’s Book
Study @
St. James

11
7:30 a.m.
Women’s Book
Study @
St. James

18
7:30 a.m.
Women’s Book
Study @
St. James

25
7:30 a.m.
Women’s Book
Study @
St. James

26

27
3:00 p.m.
Trunk or
Treat

PRES-BITS
First Presbyterian Church of Red Wing
503 West Sixth Street
Red Wing, MN 55066
Address Service Requested

