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First Presbyterian Church Red Wing

Pres.Bits
Monthly Newsletter

PRES-BITS

First Presbyterian Church of Red Wing

503 West Sixth Street

Red Wing, MN 55066

What a joy to celebrate together on Halloween. Thanks be to 
God for the indescribable gift of First Presbyterian Church!



Pastors Report
How has gratitude made a difference in your life?

This question was asked by a friend of mine on social media the other day and 
it got me to thinking. What difference does it make if you live with gratitude 
as an intentional practice? I can tell you for me, I have had an intentional 
practice of stopping when I feel gratitude and/or joy and saying, out loud, “I 
am grateful” or “I am joyful!”. One difference it made was that people around 
me often gave me strange looks, but more importantly it helped me to notice 
those times when I am grateful. It could be a conversation, it could be seeing 
a smile on someone’s face, it could be watching a show on television, reading 
a book, it could be a friend correcting you when you’ve made a mistake, it 
could be just about anything. Noticing when I feel grateful made it easier to 
see the joy in my life, it made a positive difference. 

Over the last year or so I have fallen out of practice. I’m not sure if I was less 
grateful or less joyful, but I have found myself finding fewer and fewer 
moments when I feel called to shout, “I am joyful.” I’m not sure if it’s the 
pandemic, the changing landscape of church, the vitriol in how we speak to 
one another or a little bit of all of it, but I’ve noticed less joy in my life. To be 
clear I think there have been a lot of joyful things, grateful moments in my 
life, but I’m not sure I’ve noticed them.

So, this season I am going to begin practicing gratitude again. I’m going to be 
willing to acknowledge those moments. I’m going to remember that God is 
with me through the pandemic, through the changing landscape of church, 
and, maybe most, in the vitriol. My prayer is that by once again being 
intentional about what I’m grateful for it will serve as a raft through this 
storm. 

I would love to hear what you think about it and I would love if you would 
share some moments of joy with me. 
Pastor Greg

A Christmas Present for your Spirit!
“The TRUE Son of God”
•A 4-week in-person Advent Bible Study for 
adults.
•Begins 9:15 Sunday, November 28.  Led by Hal 
Murry
•If you would like to attend or have questions 
about the Study, please speak with Greg or Heidi 
or drop Hal a note at halhmurry@gmail.com
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Meet New Member  Ruth Misenko

Ruth is married to her husband Bob and they feel blessed to have 2 
children, daughter Kai and her husband Matt have a blended family 
of 5 children.  Their son Ian and wife Erika live in Pillager, Mn with 
their 2 children, Stanley and Audrey.  

Ruth has been affiliated with the Presbyterian Church since 1979 
and wish to continue their faith with us and with our pastors and 
congregation.

Ruth’s interests besides enjoying seven grandchildren and their 
wonderful parents. I love to read, knit, find wonderful, mid-century 
treasurers and spend time at our lake cottage whenever possible.

Please welcome Ruth! 



Daryl and Joan moved to Red Wing from Austin, Mn in March of 
2021.  They have 2 children Rebekah Franklin and Luke Franklin.  
Rebekah is lab animal Veterinarian studied at the University of WI. 
Luke is a Mechanical Engineer for Dupont R&D in Minneapolis.  He 
has 2 children, Louie and Annette.  

Joan enjoys biking, canoeing, cooking, walks, bird watching, 
watching programs learning about the natural world and traveling.  

They are active members of the Church.  We are so happy they are 
here at our Church to worship with us.
Daryl and Joan are excited to get to know everyone and continue 
their faith with us.  

Please welcome Daryl and Joan!

Meet New Members 

Daryl and Joan Franklin



“My daughter and I want to thank 
all who helped in providing the 
punch, coffee and serving for my 
Birthday.  Our sincere appreciation 
to all involved.  Thanks so much.” 

Andree Dodson

We will choose 3 to 4 families on November 21st 

through Goodhue County Christmas Project. We need 

your help to provide for them, by a donation given to 

the Church or taking a gift tag off the tree that will be up 

on Nov. 21st. We will need all things back by 

December 12th. We provide outfits for each child, toys 

and a gift certificate for Foods. Please put a memo on 

your check saying "Deacon's Christmas Project". 
Thank you in advance for all you give.




