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On Christmas Eve, the light of Christ shone downtown as luminaries and Christmas  
Carols lit up the night.  A beautiful display of unity and community spirit!

Luminating Downtown



Pastor’s Report
Health Care Baskets

God at Work

Here are some comments we recieved back!

"Sometimes it takes the reminder of others, to remind us that what were doing is the right thing
Thanks to my Presbyterian Family for the Healthcare Workers  Treat Basket“

"Thank you to my family of First Presbyterian Church Red Wing- Treat basket for  health care 
workers - “You are Loved- God calls you beloved and so do we!!!  What a way to end a busy week 
Thank you!

"Yes very nice to include non-patient facing health care workers. Thank you!”

"Wow! I love my healthcare appreciation gift basket! Thank you so much! What a treat to come 
home to!"

"Thank you so much... It's appreciated. And thank the people  
that put the basket together as well. They are very much  
appreciated as well. God bless you all.."

January can be a difficult month. The holidays are behind us and a long winter looms. One of the 
things I look forward to in January is Epiphany and our new-ish tradition of passing out star words.

What Are Star Words?

The use of star words, also called “star gifts,” is a prayer practice connected to Epiphany and the new 
year that has been growing in popularity for nearly a decade now. The idea is that a list of intention 
words, or guiding words, are written or printed on paper stars. These paper stars are then arranged, 
most commonly face down and individuals are invited to draw a word, and to use that word as a 
guiding word throughout the year. Typically, participants are encouraged to trust the word they have 
drawn, and not to replace the word. You are encouraged to place your star word somewhere you will 
see it regularly throughout the year to allow consistent reflection on how God has moved through, 
around, or in connection to that word.

There are several theological statements being made in this tradition:

1. The Magi followed a star, which ultimately led them to Jesus. Therefore, we too use all the re-
sources we have available to us—including creative prayer practices and intention words for the new 
year—to move closer to Jesus.

2. We trust that God uses multiple ways to guide us and speak to us. Star words are one such lens that 
might provide us a way to look for God in our midst, both actively and in hindsight.

3. We trust that it is often easy to miss God in our daily midst. Having an intention word to consider 
both in present days, as well as to reflect on at the end of the year, allows for us to see God in ways we 
may not have seen God before. This is the greatest gift.

4. By not looking or sorting through the star words at their selection, we practice the spiritual task of 
receiving. It is not we who are in control in this moment. Instead, we trust that God is present, and 
we let go of our desire to cultivate or control.

As the pandemic continues, we’ll have to get creative about how we pass out our star words this year 
(stay tuned!) but I hope that this tradition can add to your life of prayer and conversation with God.

Pastor Heidi



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satruday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10:30 a.m.  
Worship (Livestream)

8:00 a.m.Finance 
& Stewardship 
(Zoom Call)

6:30 a.m. Men’s 
Book Study 
(Zoom Call)

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
10:30 a.m.  
Worship (Livestream)

6:00 p.m. Confirmation 
(Zoom)

6:30 a.m. Men’s 
Book Study 
(Zoom Call)

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
10:30 a.m.  
Worship (Livestream)

6:30 a.m. Men’s 
Book Study 
(Zoom Call)
6:00 p.m. Session

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
10:30 a.m.  
Worship (Livestream)

6:30 a.m. Men’s 
Book Study 
(Zoom Call)

31
10:30 a.m.  
Worship (Livestream)

The Red Wing community CROP Walk, held (virtually) in early October, raised $6626 to support 
Church World Service in its mission to fight poverty and hunger, here and around the world!  

Six churches around the park, Saint Joseph Catholic, United Lutheran, Christ Episcopal, First United 
Methodist, First Lutheran and First Presbyterian participated as a team.  The team shouts out a re-
sounding THANK YOU to all who walked, prayed, and donated dollars.  It makes a difference!

Our prayers continue for all who are hungry. 
THERE IS ENOUGH FOR ALL! 

January


