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These kids and youth ushered in the Christmas season with
energy, laughter and meaning - putting their all into a
Christmas Play. I am so proud of each and every one of
them. Watching them grow up together is a joy.
-Jennifer Beck
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651.327.2355
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Briana Byrne
Office Administrator phone:
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office@firstpresbyterianredwing.com
Tom Erickson
Treasurer office phone:
651.327.2350
treasurer@firstpresbyterianredwing.com

503 West Sixth Street
Red Wing, MN 55066
651.388.9584

Thank you to Amara, Alana, Luana, Mariana,
Abigail, Georgia, Betsy, King, Max, Sophia,
Thaddeus, Kylie, Elijah, Louis. And Big Thank you
to Jennifer Beck for writing directing and producing this
play.

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when
you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the
LORD your God.
Isaiah 43: 1-3

On January 6th, we will celebrate Epiphany. Epiphany is the day in the church calendar when we
celebrate and remember the story of the Magi, the wise men who came to visit baby Jesus and
brought gifts that signal that he is no ordinary baby, but a king. They followed a star and discovered that the Messiah “the anointed one” had come.

I often wish that I had a star that would show me the way. A star that would help point the way
toward Jesus, that would show me the way that I should go. And while there may not be a star in
the sky each night directing my path, Pastor Greg and I do want to provide Epiphany stars to each
member of our community in January as a way for us to focus our attention on the ways that God
is showing up for us each day.
You will be invited to pick a “star” from the table outside the sanctuary on a Sunday in January.
There will be a word on the star. You are invited to place the star somewhere you will see it
regularly (my star from last year is taped to the wall above my computer). As you go through the
year, what is the word on your star inviting you to consider? What questions does it bring up
for you? Can you be on the lookout for ways the word is helping you to see God’s work in your
life this year?
I invite you to keep looking for epiphanies this year. Keep looking for the gifts God is showering
you with this year. Whether it be in unexpected smiles, warm cups of coffee, a great book, a
surprise phone call. There are gifts waiting to be revealed to us all around.
Pastor Heidi
Listen to your life. See it for the fathomless mystery it is. In the boredom and pain of
it, no less than in the excitement and gladness: touch, taste, smell your way to the
holy and hidden heart of it, because in the last analysis all moments are
key moments, and life itself is grace.
-Frederick Buechner

www.firstpresbyterianredwing.com

winter 2019 women's retreat

CLEARWATER CHRYSALIS
Friday, February 22 – Sunday, February 24
Contact Pastor Heidi for more information

LEANING INTO SHALOM
Shalom is more than the absence of war or conflict – it’s the biblical understanding of wholeness. Shalom is about living lives that
are wholehearted and healthy in body, mind and spirit. As we lean into shalom in our own lives, we can become peace in the
world. Large group sessions will include Bible study, storytelling, information on mindfulness, sabbath, meditation, and laughter.
We will come together as a community of shalom!

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: REV. MARY KOON
Mary was born in Connecticut, and came to Minnesota in 2011 by way of New York, North Carolina, Wisconsin and Illinois. A 2011
graduate of Chicago Theological Seminary, Mary came to ministry by way of early childhood education, motherhood and serving as
an Adult Faith Formation/Small Group coordinator at two churches. Mary serves as Associate Pastor at Oak Grove Presbyterian
Church, where her minis- try involves children, worship leadership, Deacons, caregiver support, and adult faith formation. (Really, a
little bit of everything!) She enjoys every aspect of her work and puts an emphasis on congregational care and nurture. Mary is
married to Jim, and they have four grown children, two daughters- in-law, two grandchildren and a dog. For fun, Mary enjoys reading, jogging and walking, yoga, and stitching.
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Happy New Year to all of you!

Session Notes

Membership: 198
For the December session meeting, Rocky Rockenstein from the Presbytery Leadership Team
attended.
Session members were asked the following questions below.
•
•
•
•
•

Where do you see hope, energy, and vitality in your congregation’s ministries?
What are the most significant obstacles to your congregation’s ministries?
Have you collaborated with other congregations or the Presbytery in your ministries?
How can the Presbytery partner with or help in coming years?
How would someone in your community answer this question: How would you describe First Presbyterian
Church, Red Wing in one word or a few words?
These questions will be asked at all session meetings of churches within the Presbytery of the Twin Cities
Area. This leadership team is working with congregations to see where help is needed throughout the presbytery. What could other churches learn from First Presbyterian Church, Red Wing- how these lessons can be
used in other congregations? Also what can our congregation can learn from other congregations in the presbytery. The leadership team will present the findings from the questions presented to the churches the May
2019 Presbytery Meeting
Nominating committee presented names for the 2022 Class of Deacon and Session members, Auditor, and the
2019 Nominating Committee. Thank you to the members of the Nominating Committee for the good work
that was done by the group.
There will be a congregational meeting on January 13, 2019. The meeting will be the congregational vote for
the nominated members to fill the roles that they were nominated for.
January 20, 2019 the nominated members will be installed into their new roles.
January 27, 2019 will be the Annual Meeting.
Session Members are busy getting the yearly reports completed for their committees. These reports will be
submitted no later than December 29, 2019. This will allow time for Brianna to get the Annual Report completed for the January 27, 2019 meeting.
Did you know if you are a past Elder that you can go to the Presbytery Meetings held at various churches
throughout Presbytery? If you are interested to attend one of these meetings please let either one of the Pastors or session members know. First Presbyterian Church, Red Wing is able to send 3 Elders from our congregation along with Pastor Heidi and Pastor Greg to attend a meeting.
I feel it is important to have representation from our congregation at these meetings.
Brenda Hendrix Clerk of Session
Building & Grounds: Weds, January 2th, 8:00 a.m.
Finance & Stewardship: Tues, January 8th, 8:00 a.m.
Presbyterian Women: Tues, January 8th, 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship & Membership: Tues, January 8th, 4:00 p.m.
Worship & Sacraments: TBD

Deacons: Tues, January 8th, 5:30 p.m.
Christian Ed: Sun, January 20th, 11:45 a.m.
Session: Wed, January 16th 6:30 p.m.
Intra-Church: Sun, TBD
Mission: TBD
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Presbytery
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