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Congregational Meeting

This year our Annual Congregational Meeting was on ZOOM in order to ensure the safety of all participants. It was so wonderful to "see" everyone and to reflect together on the
past year and how we've continued to be the church together. God's grace has surely been
with us during this difficult year.

Pastor’s Report
As we reflect on the year that was in 2020, Heidi and I are so grateful for this church community.
We are so grateful for the love and support we have received from you during the pandemic as we
have been seeking to continue to be the church in new and creative ways. We could not have done it
without all of the volunteers and staff support, thank you. We also want to thank all that contributed
to the year-end staff gift, it was greatly appreciated.
As the year turns and we begin to think about how we can continue to be the church here in Red
Wing, we want to invite you to a Lenten discipline this year. As we prepare for Lent, a season of
reflection, repentance, and alms giving we will seek to do that in different ways this year.
We invite you to join us for our Drive-Thru Ashes to Go on Ash Wednesday, February 17. Pastor
Heidi and I will in the portico for the imposition of ashes and a brief prayer from 12:00-1:00PM and
5:00-6:00PM.
We also would like to invite any of you who desire to help us shape this year's Lent to join us at the
Lenten Season Planning Meeting on February 9, 2021 at 7:00PM via Zoom. At this meeting, led by
co-chairs, Kai Rodgers and Pam Paulus we will plan events, organize mission, and develop a theme
for Lent. If you would like to join us, please contact one of the pastors and we will make sure you
have the correct Zoom info.
And on a personal note, as many of you know I have been studying to receive my Doctor of
Ministry degree from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. I am in my third and
(hopefully) final year of that work. Over the year, as part of my thesis, I will be working with the
church on ways to live into a faith-rooted life as we seek to practice inclusion and hospitality. I look
forward to working with you and seeing where God might lead us.
Blessings,
Rev. Greg Bolt

God at Work
One of our members received a $250 grant from Thrivent Financial to support our Little Free
Pantry. They are working with the Red Wing Mutual Aid group to determine what the most
needed items are. Once that is determined the items will be purchased, some will be placed in
our pantry, and the rest will be given to Mutual Aid to distribute.
Thrivent also gave us 25 tshirts (see photo) to be given to volunteers and we’ll keep enough for
our folks and give Mutual Aid the remainder.
Thanks to all our members who have embraced our Little Free Pantry.
It gets a lot of use. If you would like to sign up to check the pantry
and fill when needed visit bit.ly/FPCRWPantry

Bible Study for Lent

A six-week Lenten Bible Study for grownups will be led by Hal Murry via Zoom at 9:15 a.m. on
Sundays, beginning February 21. ALL are welcome! The topic will be Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem as
recounted by the Gospel of Luke. Each week features conversations about the Scripture, its historical
context, and its implications for today. To participate, or if you have questions, please send Hal an
email at halhmurry@gmail.com You will receive helpful advance information about the class, including the schedule of Scripture readings, questions for personal reflection, plus a weekly email with brief
background information on that week’s Scripture. Hal is a retired Presbyterian pastor. He and his
wife, Suzanne, moved to Red Wing in 2019.
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Every year, we as a congregation pay Per Capita to the
Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area, which is then sent
on to our regional Synod (of Lakes and Prairies) and the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA).
The amount each church pays is determined by their
membership totals, hence "per capita" or by head. These
monies make possible our connectional relationship to
other Presbyterian Churches from Rochester to Rockford, Oronoco to Pine City, Hudson to Howard Lake.
These monies support our shared ministry and mission
throughout Minnesota and western Wisconsin.
They also support our regional connections through Synod and the work of the national headquarters
of our denomination in Louisville, Kentucky. This is not Presbyterian "taxes" as some people jokingly
refer to it. Nor is it membership dues to the church as we are not a country club. It is a way for the cost
of our regional and national connectional organizations to be shared equitably between churches of all
sizes. As a congregation we do invite and encourage our members to pay per capita each year, $36.50
in 2021. We invite you to do this to also participate in these connectional relationships. However, we
know that the bigger priority is that each of our members pledge and give as they are able. We are
grateful to all of you who do so regularly.
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This year we'll be offering Ashes-to-Go in the portico of the church
parking lot from 12 - 1 p.m and from 5-6 p.m. Please drive down and
join us in this ritual that marks the beginning of our Lenten practice.

