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Entering the Season of Lent 

As we step into the sacred season of Lent, we are invited to slow our 

pace, quiet our hearts, and draw nearer to God.  Lent is a time of 

reflection, repentance, and renewal - a journey that calls us to examine 

our lives, release what weighs us down, and open ourselves to God’s 

transforming grace.  Through prayer, worship, and intentional living, 

may this season prepare us to walk more faithfully with Christ, trusting 

that even in the wilderness, God is near. 

This Month’s Scheduled Meetings: 
Feb. 2: Christian Education 

Feb. 3: Deacons 
Feb. 4: Choir Practice 

Feb. 10: Finance & Stewardship 
Feb. 17: Building & Grounds 

Feb. 25: Session 



From the Desk of Valerie Miller - OM 
Over the past year, both my personal and professional life have changed in ways I 
could not have anticipated.  There were moments when I felt stretched thin, 
uncertain, and deeply aware of my own limits.  Yet it was in those moments of 
weakness that I experienced God most clearly - not removing the challenges, but 
meeting me within them.  Healing has not been instant or easy, but it has been real.  
Serving as your Office Manager during this season, alongside navigating growth and 
restructuring in my work outside the church, has reminded me daily that resilience is 
often born quietly, through faithfulness in small steps and through the grace 
extended by others. 
As we enter this new season together, my prayer is that we continue to walk 
alongside one another with patience, compassion, and trust in God’s steady 
presence.  May we be a community that notices when someone is weary, offers hope 
when it is hard to see, and remembers that God does some of the most meaningful 
work in our lives when we feel least prepared.  Thank you for being part of my 
journey of healing - and for allowing me to be part of yours. 
With gratitude and hope, 
Valerie 
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***Upcoming Events*** 
Sunday, February 1 -  First Sunday Forum 

Monday, February 16 - Office Closed for Presidents Day 
Wednesday, February 18 - Ash Wednesday Service 

Sunday, February 22 - Scouting Sunday 
February 22 - February 28: Pastor Casey on Vacation 

Reimbursement Check Procedure: 

To help keep our financial processes running smoothly, reimbursement requests are 
processed once a week.  Requests are reviewed and entered on Mondays (or the first day of 

the work week if Monday is a holiday).  Checks are then available for pick up by Thursday 
afternoon (or the last day of the work week if Thursday is a holiday). Please note that 

reimbursement checks cannot be processed, printed, and distributed immediately.  Thank 
you for your understanding and for helping us steward our resources with care. 



From the Pastor… 

Dear People of FPC, 

 Virtually every “brand” of Christianity lifts up a common theme.  We are 
meant to work on our faith, to develop our understanding of and relationship 
with God, and to continue learning throughout our lifetimes.  At our church, we 
offer the regular, expected opportunities for children and youth.  We also offer 
opportunities for adult learning and are, I think, open to expanding those 
offerings to match people’s needs and wishes.  The problem (and, yes, I’m 
afraid that I do consider it a problem) is that we have only a relatively small 
number of adults in the congregation who are participating.  Sunday morning 
adult education (9 a.m., during the school year), while at times drawing a 
larger group, frequently has only a half dozen people in attendance.  Monday 
Bible Study (4 p.m., during the school year) ranges from 3 to 7 people only.  
My understanding of our call as Christians is that we are meant to make 
ongoing study a priority in our lives.  If we are not learning or conversing 
about our faith, I fear that we are stagnating.  So I want to offer a challenge to 
you all.  I want you to add something to your (probably already busy) 
schedules.  Maybe it’s one of our current options.  Maybe it’s another kind of 
study or the reading of a daily devotional or launching a new or renewed effort 
at bible reading.  Perhaps you could just add it intentionally as something 
you’ll do during Lent.  Whatever you do, I hope that you take the time AND 
that the time you take will be meaningful, enriching, and maybe even fun. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

An Update on the Recent Burglary 

As many of you know, sometime around December 3rd somebody stole a 
large number of gift cards from our locked offices at the church.  The 
investigation has been finalized, with four people cited by the Red Wing 
Police for possession of stolen goods.  None of them were willing to say 
where they acquired the gift cards.  At this point, we are considering the issue 
closed. 



Worship Volunteer Schedule: 
Sunday Feb. 1:   Layleader - ?, Greeter - Hal Murry, Usher - Mark Fairbairn, 
Coffee/Fellowship - Julie Martin 
Sunday Feb. 8:  Layleader - ?, Greeter - Ruth Misenko, Usher - Dale Wagner, 
Coffee/Fellowship - Ruth Misenko 
Sunday Feb. 15:  Layleader - ?, Greeter - Joan Franklin, Usher - Paula 
Marshall, Coffee/Fellowship - Kris Kvols & Doug Fryer 
Wednesday, Feb. 18: Greeter - Carol Doran, Usher - Nora Parker Cox 
Sunday Feb. 22:  Layleader - ?, Greeter - Dolores Rootes/Scouts, Usher - 
Brenda Hendrix/Scouts, Coffee/Fellowship - Scouts 

* Life Together at First Presbyterian Church * Bible Study  
Mondays 4:00 p.m. - 

5:15 p.m. 

Led by Pastor Casey. 

Come to one, Come to 
all, the choice is yours. 

 
All are welcome! 

Sunday School Schedule: 
4 Sundays per month during 

adult worship service. 

Youth will be dismissed after 

the “Moment for Youth” 

during worship to attend. 

Adult Education:  
Sunday Mornings at  9:00 AM in the 
Conference Room or Fellowship Hall. 
All are welcome and childcare will be 

available in the nursery. 
There will be no Adult Ed On 2/1 

Natasha Yates will lead Feb. 8 
Danielle Murry-Knowles will lead  

Feb. 15 & 22  

Our fellowship hour continues to be a time of laughter, conversation, and 
connection.  Thank you to Pam Paulus for sharing photos that capture the joy 

of being together - a beautiful reminder of the community we build each 
week. 

First Sunday Forum: 
Faith in Action. 

Join us for our February 
First Sunday Forum as we 
welcome Faith in Action, a 

local organization making a 
meaningful difference 

through service, advocacy, 
and compassion for our 

neighbors. 

Pastor Casey is taking a much needed Vacation: 

Please note that Pastor Casey will be on vacation February 20–28. We are 
grateful to welcome Pastor Denise Dunbar-Perkins, who will be preaching on 

Sunday, February 22.  


