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Red Wing, MN 55066

At Theology of the office, we recreated the games and medals from the show.

A Christmas Present for your 
Spirit!

“The TRUE Son of God”

A 4-week in-person Advent Bible

Sunday’s 9:15 AM, Study for 

adults. December 5th December 

12th and December 19th

Led by Hal Murry in the Fellowship Hall

If you would like to attend or have questions about the Study, please speak with 

Greg or Heidi or drop Hal a note at halhmurry@gmail.com

applewebdata://1428E019-8815-4D4F-87E4-8552AFE7AFFB/halhmurry@gmail.com


Over the last three years I have been participating in a Doctor of Ministry program through 
McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. The program is called “Prophetic Leadership for 
Radical Change” and over the three years I have learned a lot and been challenged to think 
about the prophetic role of the church in our current times. In the midst of my program the 
pandemic hit which changed a lot of our work quite a bit. 

In the process and in discernment I saw that our congregation was already doing prophetic 
work in the community and within its own walls. We are actively welcoming to those who 
have felt left behind by the church and the world. We do our best to listen to different voices, 
to repair harm that we may have done, and rejoice in who God has called us to be. To that 
end, I began a project called “Pathways to Welcoming” that would help us live more fully into 
the welcoming spirit that we already possess. The goal was to have an intentional sense of 
welcome to those outside our church. We completed a four-week class where we discussed 
listening, storytelling, diversity, and speaking. About 14 people participated in the class and at 
the end we wrote a statement that we believe articulates our values to those who are not 
already connected to our wonderful congregation.

The welcoming statement builds on our current mission statement and provides a clear 
message of love and inclusion. The statement reads:

“First Presbyterian Church of Red Wing, Minnesota, is a congregational family that seeks to 
grow in the love of Jesus Christ and to share that love with the community and the world.

We welcome all who seek to follow Jesus regardless of race, age, gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, nationality, ethnicity, physical or mental ability, marital status, family 
arrangement, education, political affiliation, economic circumstance, or theological 
perspective.

We commit ourselves to loving God and building a community where all are loved.”

This statement was presented to the Session but has not been adopted yet. We wanted to 
share with our wider community to see if you resonate with its message. In this newsletter, 
on our website, and social media channels you will see and hear how the welcome of First 
Presbyterian Church in Red Wing has and continues to guide and shape the faith of our 
members. 

This is your opportunity as members of the congregation to celebrate, comment, or ask 
questions about the statement and its intended use. Please reach out to Pastor Greg if you 
would like to talk about it further. You can also reach out to any session member to share your 
thoughts. The hope is that we will adopt and continue to live into this statement. 

We will continue to live a faith-rooted life, committing ourselves to loving God and building a 
community where all are loved.

Rev. Greg Bolt

Pastors Report

There are numerous reasons that I, as a church and community member, support the 
Welcoming Statement of First Presbyterian Church of Red Wing. Personally, I am a 
parent to a transgender adult and friend to many in the LGBTQ+ community as well as 
the BIPOC and recovery communities. As a parent of a transgender adult, I am beyond 
grateful to have a place of worship where our entire family can truly belong. I also 
worked for much of my career in Red Wing supporting young children and their 
families and know the importance of everyone having a place where they truly 
belong. 

The people I have met throughout my life who have come from the various 
communities and groups have enriched my life beyond measure. I would not be who I 
am today, nor would I have the perspective on life, people, our world and Christianity 
that I have today, had I not been touched by each one of these people. As Christians, 
we are called to continually draw our circle larger. We must do this, of course, because 
it is right and it is just, but far beyond that, because it will allow us to see our world 
from a lens other than our own. We need a larger circle of people in our church and 
community, not because it makes us better people for doing so, but because the 
people included in a larger circle make us all better. Every time we seek and welcome 
people who look, act and think differently than we do, we dispense a little bit of 
healing energy into our hurting world. 

Min MartinOakes



Register through Red Wing Community Education 651-385-4565



Another winter is now upon us and that signals to us that we are once again called upon 
to help, those who need shelter and warmth.

November through March the churches of Red Wing will be providing overnight shelter 
and meals from 6:00pm to 8:00pm for homeless individuals. A change this year will be the 
use of paid team members who will do overnights and breakfasts at the churches. The 
organization of Hope and Harbor will be paying for this. We will not need volunteers for 
the overnights.

First Presbyterian Church will be hosting December 26- January 8. Volunteers are needed 
for each of these jobs:

Registration: check in guests (2) volunteers 5:45pm – 8:45pm
Hosts: Socialize with guests (2) 6:00pm - 10:00pm
1 Dinner team: 6:30pm -7:30 pm. Plan for eight (#’s may be adjusted.)

Again, this year we are counting on our wonderful Volunteers. If you would like to help, 
call Paula Marshall. 651-261-7671

We are finishing up with the Christmas Project. If 

anyone would still like to send a donation to toward 

the project, feel free to do so. Please put a memo on 

your check saying, "Deacon's Christmas Project".  

The donation will be used toward another project 

coming up. Thank you in advance for all you give.


