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The Fuller Center for Housing riders took
over FPCRW. 35 riders and support staff on
the Fuller Bike Adventure spent the night at First
Presbyterian Church!
Thanks to Bit Skaar, Susan Crocker, and Daisy Hofer for cooking for everyone!

He alone is my rock and my salvation, he is my fortress; I will not be shaken
Psalm 62:6

Earlier this summer, Pastor Heidi and I participated in a “Poverty Simulation” sponsored by the
United Way and other local organizations. It was quite an eye-opening experience on the realities
of navigating life on the margins.
When you enter the room, you are assigned a role within a family. I was a stay at home mom,
with a husband who had a full-time job, a teenager with a part time job, and my mother in law,
with small amount of assistance from social security. We received some SNAP benefits (food
stamps) but that was about it. When we looked at our monthly budget and our monthly income,
we thought we were going to be able to pay all our bills for the month.
For one hour, separated into four 15 minute “weeks”, we lived this reality. Things we had not
considered were transportation costs, calls to from the Department of Health and Human Services
to renew our benefits, and or anything going wrong, at one point we were robbed of all our cash,
our SNAP benefit card, and anything in our house that could have been pawned for extra cash. All
of that meant we were evicted from our house for one of the four weeks, we lived on the street
while attempting to make sure didn’t fall further behind. We were some of the lucky ones.
This experience was transformative, you don’t know the things you don’t know and now Pastor
Heidi and I have seen and felt, a little, of the dance and hustle of someone living within 200% of
the poverty line, which is about $23,000 per year for a family of 4.
With poverty becoming a larger issue within our community and coming off this experience we
thought it would be a great time for us, as a congregation, to think about what the Bible says
about poverty, in general, and our role in the world. So, this August, we will be delving into the
Bible and a book called, “Always With Us: What Jesus Really Said About the Poor” on Wednesday
nights from 6:30-7:30PM in the conference room at First Presbyterian Church. We will also have a
sermon series entitled “Always With Us” that explores the Biblical themes of poverty and Christ’s
call on our lives.
We invite you to pick up the book from Fair Trade Books downtown, they
already know you’re coming, or from another book seller and join us on
Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings as we continue to learn and grow
in our faith living into the knowledge that all are Beloved children of God.

www.firstpresbyterianredwing.com

We invite you to spend about 10 minutes each day hand
copying passages of Scripture. This will give you a more
intimate understanding of the Word of God and bring
you closer to God’s message for the world. By hand
writing each passage you are forced to slow down, allowing you time to reflect, and appreciate what you are
reading. Hand copying can be a fun way to help you remember what you read in the Scriptures.
If you love to journal or it is something you have always
wanted to try but never knew how to start, this is a great
way to connect with yourself as well as the Word of
God!
Each month we will post copies of each month Scripture
Writing Plan at the kiosk on our website and in the
weekly happenings! Have fun!!

We will be reading Always With Us as a Congregation and
will be meeting at Wednesdays starting August 1st at 6:30
p.m. at the church to discuss.
Jesus’s words “the poor you will always have with
you” (Matthew 26:11) are regularly used to suggest that
ending poverty is impossible, that poverty is a result of
moral failures, and that the poor themselves have no role
in changing their situation. In this book Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis examines both the biblical text and the lived
reality of the poor to show how that passage is taken out of context, distorted, and politicized to justify theories about the inevitability of inequality.
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Introduction of new member Verna Nickel on 6/13/18
• Accepted gifts from Seminary Home- Communion
Table and Lectern handmade by Jerome Weigenenant.
These tables will be in kept in the Fellowship Hall.
• Capital Reserve Fund Committee reported to session.
• Special Session meeting was held on 7/15/2018 from 2
pm to 5 pm to discuss possible changes to committee structures within the church. It was agreed upon by
session members that due to the declining membership of committee’s within the church that a new approach to committee structures is needed.
Pastor Greg and Pastor Heidi introduced “Seasonal Committee’s” to
session. In August, session will continue to discuss this type of
committee structure. More information to follow on this subject
On July 13, 2018, Lorraine Mehrkens passed away, the service was held on July 16,
2018.
Membership is at 251.
Submitted by

Brenda Hendrix, Clerk of Session
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A group of us attended the Spring Gathering in Rochester
recently and had the privilege of hearing Karen Edmonds
speak. She is the co-founder of the Legacy Project in
Rochester. They provide hope, connections, and support
to youth of color ages 17-24 who are refugees, homeless,
formerly gang involved or recently incarcerated. This project allows them to transform their lives and become contributing members of the community.
Joy Krajna won a lovely quilt that was raffled at the Gathering.
Throughout the years, we have participated in many mission projects, usually world-wide. This year it was
decided to support a local agency.
Kris Kvols of Hope Coalition was contacted about any needs that our small group might help with. She suggested we purchase bottles of shampoo and conditioner for their clients; this idea was approved by our
members. There was a suggestion to invite members of our congregation to be involved in this project, if
they wish. Donations can be put in a labeled receptacle by our food shelf collection area.
Our group will be meeting at 9:30 on August 14th at Bay Point Park. This is a social event, please join us for
coffee and conversation. Hostess will be Sue Huber. No lesson, we are meeting to enjoy each others company. Please bring your own beverages.
We are always open to having new members join us for our current study on “Women of the Bible”.
All women that attend our church are Presbyterian Women.

Thanks,
Dolores Rootes
Fellowship & Membership: Tues, August 28th, 4:00
p.m.
Deacons: Tues, August, 7th, 5:30 p.m.

Building & Grounds: Weds, August 1st, 8:00 a.m.

Worship & Sacraments: Sun, August 12th, 11:00 a.m.
Christian Ed: Sun, August 19th, 1:00 p.m.
Session: Wed, August 15th, 6:30 p.m.

Intra-Church: TBD

Finance & Stewardship: Tues, August 14th, 8:00 a.m.

Mission: TBD

Presbyterian Women: Tues, August 14th, 9:30 a.m.

Podium: TBD
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