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On May 7, I will have the honor of receiving my Doctor of Ministry 
degree from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, Illinois. 
Heidi, the kids, my parents, and, even, my sister and her fiancé plan to 
be there. We have been told that there will be an in-person ceremony 
but we do not know how many guests will be allowed per student. I 
will, at the very least, be physically surrounded by my cohort of 8 
other students who have been on this journey with me since January 
of 2019. I will also be surrounded in spirit by such a great cloud of 
witnesses that have buoyed me along my path unto this point. 

I will be joined by congregations from Georgia, Texas, West Virginia, 
Colorado, Oregon, Nebraska, and Red Wing. I will be joined by Sunday 
school teachers, elders, role models, mentors, professors, and all of 
those people who have been with me in large and small ways as I 
culminate this part of my journey in learning and in ministry. It will be 
a joyous day and I cannot wait to celebrate with you upon my return. 
Without the support, encouragement, and willingness to explore the 
idea of welcome from you here at First Presbyterian Church Red Wing I 
would not be here. 

The title of my thesis is “Pathways to Welcoming: How Radical 
Welcome is Liberative For All” and it explores how we are seeking to 
make our space, our theology, and our practices welcoming to all of 
God’s beloved creation. It explores how we came to adopt our new 
welcoming statement and how we can continue to transform our own 
thoughts and ways of being that seek to make this place and 
community a place where we can all live a life rooted in our faith 
affirming that none of us are totally right and none of us are totally 
wrong, but all of us are called Beloved by God and bring our unique 
gifts, skills, and experiences with us when we enter this congregation.



Officer Training

Boy Scouts Troop 32

Hal’s Lenten Bible StudyWe must continue to ask questions, to listen to one another, to pushback 
against the idea that some are more valuable than others, and we must lean 
on the Holy Spirit. As we do this vital work the importance of loving God with 
all that you have and loving your neighbor as yourself as founding principles 
becomes all the more fundamental. In order to build and live into a beloved 
community we have to start with the idea that all are already beloved in the 
eyes of God. I believe there is a way forward, but that way forward will not 
be easy, it will not be linear, and I’m not sure if everyone will be on board, 
but if we take seriously what we read in the scriptures it will be incumbent 
on those who seek to follow Jesus to be engaged in the work, especially 
when it’s hard, especially when it challenges those in power, and especially 
when it endangers those already on the margins. We cannot turn away from 
this work we must, as Jesus did, set our face and move in the direction of 
welcome.
Thank you for joining me in this journey and may God continue to bless us

Pastor Greg



Clerk of Session Notes:

Hello

Session was held on 3/16/2022.

Membership remains at 180.

Pastor Greg will be applying for a grant from the Ministry Innovation from Presbytery. If 

approved for the grant this money will be used to update the cameras in the church to 

provide for better live streaming.

April 3, 2022, the pastors will be away for spring break.  Hal Murry will be providing 

worship during the pastor’s vacation.

Thank you to the Deacon’s the backpack project was a great success.

Officer Training for both ruling elders and deacons will be on Sunday, March 20,2022.  

This is a time for this group will meet planning and goal setting for the next year.

God Bless,

Brenda Hendrix

Hal’s Lenten Bible Study

Horticulture Club


