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The Love of God Comes Close 
Hymn Tune #305 

 
The love of God comes close  
where stands an open door  

to let the stranger in,  
to mingle rich and poor: 

the love of God is here to stay, 
embracing those who walk his way. 

 
The peace of God comes close  
to those caught in the storm, 

forging lives of ease,  
to ease the lives forlorn: 

The peace of God is here to stay, 
embracing those who walk his way. 

 
The joy of God comes close 

 where faith encounters fears, 
where heights and depths of life 

 are found through smiles and tears: 
the joy of God is here to stay, 

embracing those who walk his way. 
 

The grace of God comes close  
to those whose grace is spent, 
when hearts are tired or sore 
and hope is bruised or bent: 

the grace of God is here to stay, 
embracing those who walk his way. 

 

 



*Please rise in body or spirit *Please rise in body or spirit 

GATHERING 
 
WORDS OF INSPIRATION 
Hospitality means we take people into the space that is our lives and our 
minds and our hearts and our work and our efforts. Hospitality is the way we 
come out of ourselves. It is the first step toward dismantling the barriers of 
the world. Hospitality is the way we turn a prejudiced world around, one 
heart at a time. 
                                                             — Joan Chittister 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE                                                    “Galliarda” by I. Grichetchkine 
                                                             “Trumpet Tune on Aurelia” setting M. Helman                                                                                                           

“Grand Choeur” by G. F. Handel 
 
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INTROIT 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                              
One:   The God of heaven has made a home on earth 
Many:  Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 
One:  The highest in all creation lives among the least 
Many:  Christ journeys with the rejected and welcomes the weary. 
One:  Come now all who thirst 
Many:  and drink the water of life. 
One:  Come now all who hunger 
Many:  and be filled with good things. 
One:  Come now all who seek 
Many:  and be warmed by the fire of love. 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE  

Hymn Tune #305 “The Love of God Comes Close” (see page 7 for words) 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried to 
hide from you, for we have done wrong. We have lived for ourselves, 
and apart from you We have turned from our neighbors, and refused to 
bear the burdens of others. We have ignored the pain of the world, and 
passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed. In your great mercy 
forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that we may choose your 
will and obey your commandments; through Jesus Christ our Savoir.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 

In Ministry        The Congregation 
Choir Director    Scott Perau 
Pianist Lynn Dulak 
Organist JoAnne McNamara 
Pastor The Rev. Heidi Bolt 
Pastor   The Rev. Greg Bolt 
Liturgist Amara Smith  
 
GREETER:                                                                                                   Dolores Rootes 
USHER:                                                                                             Paula Marshall 
FELLOWSHIP                                                                           Session -  Brenda Hendrix 
FLOWER                                                                                                                       Open 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Today, 9/15, 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Fellowship 
Mon, 9/16, 10:00 a.m. Coffee at Mandy’s Café 
 6:30 p.m. RW Singers 
 7:00 p.m. Horticulture 
Tues, 9/17, 6:00 p.m. Bridging the Gap 
 5:00 p.m. JuBELLation Ringers 
Wed, 9/18, 6:30 a.m. Men’s Book Study 
 6:30 p.m. Session 
Thurs, 9/19, 7:30 a.m. Women’s Book Study 
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https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/search?author_first=Joan&author_last=Chittister


*Please rise in body or spirit *Please rise in body or spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*SILENT PRAYER 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One:  Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you.  I have called you 

by name; you are mine. 
Many:  God is doing a new things; now it springs forth!  By the grace of 

Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Amen. 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 
Many:  And also with you… 
 

(Please greet your neighbors with a handshake, a hug, or another sign of 
peace saying, "The peace of Christ be with you.”) 

 

*PRAYER RESPONSE                                                  Hymn #581 “ Gloria Patri 
 

Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Spirit, one! 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

 world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE WORD 
 
YOUTH DRAMA 
 
FIRST READING                                                            Deuteronomy 20:2-9 
 
BELL CHOIR ANTHEM                                   “Joyful Praise” by Susan Geshcke 
 

SECOND READING                                     Luke 14:7-24 
 

One:     The Word of the Lord.  
Many:     Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON                                                                                             Rev. Heidi Bolt 

 
RESPONDING 
 
*HYMN OF HOPE 

Hymn #769 “For Everyone Born” 
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*Please rise in body or spirit *Please rise in body or spirit 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                   (from the Iona Community) 
Left: He is among us: the one who gave sight to the blind and insight to the 

closed-minded; 
Right:  The one who gave hearing to the deaf and listening ears to those who 

heard only their own voices; 
ALL: the one who made the lame walk and is the way, the truth and 

the life. 
Left:  He is among us: the one who healed the sick and helped the hopeless; 
Right: The one who exorcized demons and gave new names to those who 

were known only for their problems; 
ALL:  the one who was criticized for coming too close to the 

contaminated. 
Left:  He is among us: the one who agreed with fair taxation and handled 

money; 
Right: The one who spoke for the poor and who spoke to the privileged of 

good things their wealth could do; 
ALL: the one who entrusted himself to women as much as men 

without prejudice or favor. 
Left:  To confront, to convert, 
Right: To show at all times the human face of God. 
ALL: He is among us. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                    
Petitions 
Pastoral Prayer 
            The Lord’s Prayer                                                              Hymnal p. 35  
 Response                                                                                  
 
WORSHIP THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Offertory                                               “Arise, My Soul, Arise!” setting by J. Kerr 
*Doxology                                                                       Hymn #606 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit Evermore; 
Praise triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                          
One:  Blessed are you, O God maker of all things.  Through your goodness 

you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our 
possessions. 

Many:  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 
your love; through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

 

 
SENDING 
 

 *HYMN OF TRUST                                                                            
Hymn #770  “I'm Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table” 

 

*CHARGE AND BLESSING  

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE             
 

Hymn #547 – “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 
 

Go, my Children, with my blessing, never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children with my blessing, you are my own.  

 
*POSTLUDE                                                                          “Recessional” by R. Powell 
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    NEW THIS YEAR! 
 

Wear your walking shoes to church Sunday, October 6.  
 

Continuing our strong commitment to fight hunger in our midst and 
around the world, we will walk right out the door of the church 

following worship, past the other participating churches, sign in at the 
park, continue past the other churches and back to First Presbyterian. 

 
Approximately 1500 steps.. 

 
Donate - Walk - Raise awareness  

 
821 MILLION people in our world are hungry! 

 
THERE IS ENOUGH FOR ALL!! 

 


