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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: African American spiritual
MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. Melva Wilson Costen, 1989
Music Arr. © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen

GO DOWN MOSES
8.5.8.5 with refrain

Nothing in Hebrew Scripture resonated more deeply with the experience of African Americans in North
America than Israel’s slavery in Egypt. In this spiritual’s recurring line, “Let my people go,” past and present
became one, as they still do for all who are oppressed.




