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GATHERING
WORDS OF INSPIRATION

Be joyful though you have considered all the facts.

ORGAN PRELUDE

- Wendell Berry

“Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” by. F. Ashdown
“The Thirty-Second Psalm” by J. Spong
“Come, Thou Almighty King” setting R. Rowland

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT
CALL TO WORSHIP

One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:

This is the day that the Lord has made!
Let us be glad and rejoice in it.
This is the time to rejoice!
What better time than now.
This is the day to laugh. What did the cabbage pastor say to the
people?
Many: Lettuce pray!
One: What’s the greatest joke ever?
Many: The one God played on death on Easter morning!

*HYMN OF PRAISE

HYMN #2 (to the tune of) “Come, Thou Almighty King ”

PARTICIPANTS
In Ministry
Choir Director
Pianist
Organist
Pastor
Pastor
Liturgist
GREETER:
USHER:
FELLOWSHIP
FLOWERS

The Congregation
Peter Dulak
Lynn Dulak
JoAnne McNamara
The Rev. Heidi Bolt
The Rev. Greg Bolt
Sophia Bolt
Sue Huber
Doug Fryer
Dorothy Kraft & Darlene Hudson
Edith, Diane & Corrine Williams – In Memory of Kenneth Williams

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, 4/28,

Come let us laugh, pray and sing! We have been given everything.
This is our chance—we can let it all hang out, Never more have a doubt,
giggle and snort and shout, It’s time to dance!
Jesus is raised from the dead, this is the word we have to spread! Now is
the time—let it in waves just roll, Try not to take control, don’t sound too
meek or droll, Like bells we’ll chime!
Life has been turned around, death conquered, grace abounds. Our God
is great! We have been freed from fear, Grinning from ear to ear, wiping
away each tear, Weeping can wait!
This is the day to rejoice! Give every child of God a voice.
Everyone hear! We’ve been redeemed and blessed. To care about the
rest. Joy is our lasting guest, Year after year.
*Please rise in body or spirit
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Mon, 4/29,
Tues, 4/30,

Wed, 5/1,

Thurs, 5/2,

9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:55 p.m.
6:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.

Christian Education
Worship
Fellowship
Woodbury Chorus & Orchestra
Coffee at Mandy’s Café
Girl Scouts
Opera Group
Westminster Town Hall Forum
Women’s Bible Study
JuBELLation Ringers
Men’s Book Study
Building & Grounds
Choir Practice
Women’s Book Study
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*Please rise in body or spirit

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

You know better than we do, Amused God, what important people we
think we are. Believing we have to be serious all the time, we miss the
joy of your creation. Choosing to feast on the pain of this world, we skip
the picnic offered in paradise. Clinging to the despair that is our best
friend, we ignore Jesus, who can bring us home to your heart. Forgive us,
Heart of Joy, and make us open to the startling, and upside-down, ways
in which you work. Fill us with Easter’s laughter, fill us with your healing
joy; fill us with love poured into us through Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior. Amen.

*SILENT PRAYER
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One:

The gospel tells us over and over again that joy comes to us through
Christ. When Jesus was around, lives were changed, the sick were
healed, the sorrowful began to laugh with joy.
Many: The good news is that this joy is not given just to us. Through the
Holy Spirit, we are gifted with joy. We are sent forth to bring good
news to the oppressed, to bring healing to the broken, and to
anoint everyone with the oil of gladness. Thanks be to God. Amen

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One:
The Peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you…

(Please greet your neighbors with a handshake, a hug, or another sign of
peace saying, "The peace of Christ be with you.”)

*PRAYER RESPONSE

“Be Not Afraid” Hymn #243 (see back page)

Be not afraid; sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid; sing out for joy! Chris is risen, alleluia!
x2

THE WORD
A TIME FOR YOUNG DISIPLES
READING FROM PSALMS
CHOIR ANTHEM

*Please rise in body or spirit
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Psalm 40:1-10

“Lift High the Cross” arr. Lloyd Larson (back page)
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*Please rise in body or spirit

GOSPEL LESSON
One:
Many:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Matthew 28:16-20

SERMON

RESPONDING

Rev. Heidi Bolt

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
One:

Source of Joy and Goodness, we thank you for the gifts of love and
laughter.
Many: Here we return to you a token of all you’ve given to us. Help us to
share everything we have with those who don’t have much at all,
and may we do it with glad and joyful hearts. We pray in Jesus’
name. Amen.

SENDING

*HYMN OF HOPE

*HYMN OF TRUST

Hymn #157 “I Danced in the Morning”

HYMN #611 (to the tune of) “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in God, in Jesus Christ, in the Holy Spirit, and in you and in
me. We believe the Holy Spirit has freed us to worship as a community.
We believe the Holy Spirit works through balloons and ministers, daisies
and wiggly children, clanging cymbals and silence, drama and the
unexpected, choirs and banners, spontaneity and planning, faith and
doubt, tears and laughter, hugging and kneeling, dancing and stillness,
words and listening, Scripture and alleluias, through you and me,
through Love. We believe God’s Holy Spirit lives in this community of
dancing, hand-holding people where lines of age and politics and lifestyles are crossed. We believe in praising God for Life. We believe in old
people running and children leading. We believe in the Kingdom of God
within us. We believe in Love.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Petitions
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Response

Christians, we are made for laughter, born to giggle and guffaw! Even in
the great hereafter mirth is interspersed with awe.
So don’t hold back, let it fill you, let your muscles do their thing! Don’t
you worry, we won’t drill you! Just let go and laugh and sing.
This is how our great God made us—faces, lungs, and hearts for glee
And it’s how God would parade us, showing forth most joyously
All the love and all the gladness, such a great capacity
For the joy that drives all sadness out of every you and me.
Christ was dead and now he’s risen! Isn’t that a cause for glee?
Love has shattered all the prisons we have built so carefully.
Now unfettered, free as breezes, giggles, snorts, and glee abound! Even
when our laughter wheezes, we praise God with every sound.

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
Hymnal p. 11

WORSHIP THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“Because He Lives” arr. J. Wilson
*Doxology
Hymn #606

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
“Alleluia” Hymn #589
(see insert)
Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia. Now the Lord is risen indeed.
*POSTLUDE

x2

“Chorale Prelude on a Melody” by Melchior Vulpius

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore;
Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*Please rise in body or spirit
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*Please rise in body or spirit

*Please rise in body or spirit

x2

x2

x2

x2

*Please rise in body or spirit

