7

X2

X2

PARTICIPANTS
In Ministry
Choir Director
Pianist
Organist
Trumpet
Pastor
Pastor
Liturgist

GATHERING
WORDS OF INSPIRATION

"The proof that God raised Jesus from the dead is not the empty tomb, but
the full hearts of his transformed disciples. The crowning evidence that he lives
is not a vacant grave, but a spirit-filled fellowship. Not a rolled-away stone, but
a carried-away church.”
- Clarence Jordan

PIANO PRELUDE

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT
FLOWERING OF THE CROSS
CALL TO WORSHIP

One:
Many:
One:
Many:

He is Risen!
He is Risen, Indeed!
This is the day of celebration. Good news, Christ is alive!
Easter jubilations fill the air. The bright colors of life have
returned.
One: Cast off your sorrow, your mourning, your shroud.
Many: Let us welcome the Lord with cries of joy, hearty and loud.
One: He is Risen!
Many: He is Risen, Indeed!

The Congregation
Peter Dulak
Lynn Dulak
JoAnne McNamara
Justin Scheerer
The Rev. Heidi Bolt
The Rev. Greg Bolt
Betty Beck

GREETER:
USHER:
FELLOWSHIP
FLOWER

Don & Marilyn Olson
Don Olson
Don & Marilyn Olson – in Servery
Easter Flower Garden

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, 4/21,

Mon, 4/22,
Tues, 4/23,
Wed, 4/24,
Thurs, 4/25,

9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:55 p.m.
6:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m.

Christian Education
Worship
Fellowship
Coffee at Mandy’s Café
Girl Scouts
JuBELLation Ringers
Men’s Book Study
Women’s Book Study

*HYMN OF PRAISE

Hymn #232 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”

*Please rise in body or spirit
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*Please rise in body or spirit

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Living Lord, with joy and a sense of relief, we acknowledge that the cross
was not the end. The cross stands as the symbol of all that the world got
wrong and all that we continue to get wrong today. We are sorry for our
complicity in a society that can all too easily turn aside from the values
of the Kingdom. We let injustices run rampant, doing nothing to stop
them. We watch as the poorest are denied their liberty, washing our
hands of it as if it is nothing to do with us. We settle for the way things
are instead of fighting for change. We too readily criticize others and
hurt people by our ungracious words, not realizing the harm we cause.
Today we celebrate the empty tomb—the doorway standing wide open
that releases your living spirit into the world. We are sorry for our
words, actions and lack of activity that limits the potency of Easter; that
lessens the impact Easter’s promise has on the world. Forgive us and
remind us that the cross will never be the end. Amen.

*SILENT PRAYER
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One:

Beloved siblings in Christ, God has heard our plea for forgiveness and
offers us mercy in abundant supply.
Many: Our sins have been forgiven! Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One:
The Peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you…

(Please greet your neighbors with a handshake, a hug, or another sign of
peace saying, "The peace of Christ be with you.”)

*PRAYER RESPONSE

“Be Not Afraid” Hymn #243 (see back page)

Be not afraid; sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid; sing out for joy! Chris is risen, alleluia!
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THE WORD
YOUTH DRAMA
READING FROM PSALMS
CHOIR ANTHEM
*Please rise in body or spirit
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Psalm 118:19-24

“Risen Today” arr. Jay Althouse (page 5)
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*Please rise in body or spirit

GOSPEL LESSON
One:
Many:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Matthew 28:1-10

SERMON

RESPONDING

Rev. Greg Bolt

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
One:

Lord God, you have given us much from the stores of your love. Your
pockets are deep and you keep giving; time after time we experience
your gracious hand as it provides us with blessing after blessing. In
comparison we have little to give—or so we think.
Many: Today, in making our offering, we do so recognizing the immense
cost of love revealed by the cross and empty tomb, and we come
with thankfulness for your gift to us. May we be generous and
fulsome in the commitments we make.

*HYMN OF HOPE

SENDING

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
(Declaration of Faith)
Jesus was dead and buried, but God raised him from the dead. The risen
Lord appeared to his followers. They recognized him as their Master
who had been crucified. Before Jesus left them, he commissioned them
to proclaim to all people the good news of his victory over death, and
promised to be with them always. We are certain that Jesus lives. He
lives as God with us, touching all of human life with the presence of God.
He lives as one of us with God. Because he shares our humanity and has
bound us to himself in love, we have an advocate in the innermost life of
God. We declare that Jesus is Lord. His resurrection is a decisive victory
over the powers that deform and destroy human life. Jesus is Lord' He
has been Lord from the beginning. He will be Lord at the end. Even now
he is Lord. He is Risen. He is Risen, Indeed!

*HYMN OF TRUST

Hymn #393 “O Day of Rest and Gladness”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Petitions
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Response
WORSHIP THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore;
Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*Please rise in body or spirit
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Hymn #248 “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!:”

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
“Alleluia” Hymn #589 (see back page)
Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia. Now the Lord is risen indeed.
x2

*POSTLUDE

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” by L. Davidica

Hymnal p. 11

Hymn #606
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*Please rise in body or spirit

