Observing Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a time in the church
calendar where we undergo a discipline that helps us become better
disciples. Lent was traditionally a time set aside for catechumens to
learn about the faith before their Easter baptism. Although you'll
hear people talk about giving something up for Lent, giving
something up for Lent is like pruning dead branches off a plant so
that energy can be directed toward new growth. Lent isn't about
dying; it's about discipline so that new life can emerge, which
sometimes means dying to what is dead (and death-dealing) in and
among us so that there is room for the vigor of new life.
Traditional Ash Wednesday services include an imposition of ashes,
which is the marking of an ashen cross on our foreheads with the
pastor’s thumb dipped in a little olive oil mixed with the ashes of last
year's Palm Sunday branches. The elements used for the imposition
of ashes are important to note. In the ancient world people used
ashes to symbolize their mourning upon a death and to signify
sorrow for their sins. Olive oil was used to anoint people at death, to
help with childbirth, to light lamps and to wash. Perfumed olive oil
was used to anoint prophets, priests and kings for service to God.
Notice the double meaning of both the olive oil and ashes, meanings
pertaining to both life and death.
The mark of the cross upon the forehead is God’s mark of grace upon
us that we might not die even though we are obvious sinners.
Indeed, the sign of the cross, spiritually branded upon us at our
baptism, marks us as God’s own beloved, sealing us against the
deadly power of the Adversary. Through the grace of Christ, we are
destined ultimately for life, not death. Though the words during the
imposition of ashes remind us of our mortality (“Remember that you
are dust and to dust you shall return”), they are uttered
simultaneously with the sign of the cross to remind us of our
baptism into Christ’s mortal death and life eternal.

GATHERING

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

(Please find your seat in silence. There is information on the last page of
the bulletin about Ash Wednesday if you would like to read this during
your time of reflection before worship.)

SENDING

CALL TO WORSHIP
One:

God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world, but that
the world might be saved through him.
Many: God's love endures forever.
One: God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change, though
the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though the waters roar
and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
Many: God's love endures forever.

People are invited to come forward to receive
the imposition of ashes.

*Hymn #415 “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”

*BLESSING AND CHARGE
All silently depart

PRAYER OF THE DAY

THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING

Isaiah 58:1-12

CHOIR ANTHEM

“His Eye is on the Sparrow” arr. Mark Hayes (page 3)

GOSPEL READING

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

One: The Word of the Lord.
Many: Thanks be to God!
READINGS

The Holy in the Ordinary by Ann Weems
Thank You by Ross Gay
Blessing the Dust by Jan Richardson

*Hymn #433 “Sign Us with Ashes”
INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OFTHE LENTEN DISCIPLINE

*Please rise in body or spirit

TIME OF SILENCE

LITANY OF PENITENCE

(Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.)

Let us kneel or sit and in silence call to mind our sin and the infinite
mercy of God.
Before you, Jesus Christ, we admit how and where we have
underestimated our influence, letting our words or silences hurt,
abusing trust, betraying confidences.

We admit how and where we have made a show of our religion,
attracting more attention to us, and less to you.
Refrain
We admit to where in our lives a vague interest has become a
dangerous passion, and we are not sure what to do, or whether we
are still in control.
Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, if we have looked or longed for an easier gospel, a
lighter cross, a less demanding savior, then turn our eyes and avert our
longing from what we want to choose to the one who has chosen us.
Forgive our unfaithfulness, and, for our better living, give us not the
remedy we desire tomorrow, but the grace you offer today.
We ask this for your love's sake. Amen.
*Please rise in body or spirit

TIME OF SILENCE
(Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.)

LITANY OF PENITENCE
Let us kneel or sit and in silence call to mind our sin and the
infinite mercy of God.
Before you, Jesus Christ, we admit how and where we have
underestimated our influence, letting our words or silences hurt,
abusing trust, betraying confidences.

We admit how and where we have made a show of our religion,
attracting more attention to us, and less to you.
Refrain
We admit to where in our lives a vague interest has become a
dangerous passion, and we are not sure what to do, or whether we
are still in control.
Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, if we have looked or longed for an easier gospel, a
lighter cross, a less demanding savior, then turn our eyes and avert
our longing from what we want to choose to the one who has chosen
us.
Forgive our unfaithfulness, and, for our better living, give us not the
remedy we desire tomorrow, but the grace you offer today.
We ask this for your love's sake. Amen.
*Please rise in body or spirit

