SENDING
*HYMN OF TRUST

Hymn #769 “For Everyone Born”

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
Hymn # 288 “Spirit of the Living God”
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

*POSTLUDE
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GATHERING
WORDS OF INSPIRATION
"Maybe we, like Jesus, need long stints in the wilderness to learn what it
really means to be God’s beloved. Because the unnerving fact is: we can be
beloved and uncomfortable at the same time. We can be beloved and unsafe
at the same time. In the wilderness, the love that survives is flinty, not soft.
Salvific, not sentimental. Learning to trust it takes time.”
—Debie Thomas

PIANO PRELUDE

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

In Ministry
Choir Director
Pianist
Organist
Pastor
Pastor
Liturgist

The Congregation
Scott Perau
Lynn Dulak
JoAnne McNamara
The Rev. Heidi Bolt
The Rev. Greg Bolt
John Plehal

GREETER
USHER:
FELLOWSHIP
FLOWER

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
INTROIT
CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

PARTICIPANTS

God hovered over the void and breathed life into dust.
God created in the wilderness.
The Israelites wandered in the desert for forty years.
The Israelites found God in the wilderness.
Jesus said “no” to the tempter time and time again.
Jesus claimed his identity in the wilderness.
We grow in the wilderness. We learn in the wilderness.
For God is with us - before, through, and after the wilderness.
Let us worship God!
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, 3/1,

Mon, 3/2,
Tue, 3/3,
Wed, 3/4,

Thurs, 3/5,

*HYMN OF PRAISE
Hymn #291 “Spirit of Gentleness”

WILDERNESS LITANY

TBD
TBD
Deacons – Celebrating March Birthdays
Open

Sun, 3/6,

9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:55 p.m.
6:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.

Adult Education – Naked Spirituality
by Brian McLaren
Worship
Fellowship
Coffee at Mandy’s Café
Deacons
JuBELLation Ringers
Men’s Book Study
Lenten Prayer Practice
Choir Practice
Women’s Book Study
Building & Grounds
Adult Education – Naked Spirituality
by Brian McLaren
*Some pieces of worship are from A Sanctified Art

*Please rise in body or spirit
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*Please rise in body or spirit

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of Creation, the psalms remind us that even before a word is on our
tongue, you know it completely. You know the prayers we bring before
you today—confessions of greed and doubt, fear and anxiety, conflict
and regret. Free us from these sins. Give us the strength to say “no” to
that which separates us from you, and “yes” to the things that let love
grow. Guide us out of our self-created wilderness spaces and into your
light. Gratefully we pray, Amen.

*SILENT PRAYER
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One: Listen, so that you may live: the steadfast love of the Lord never fails.
Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
One:
The Peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you…

(Please greet your neighbors with a handshake, a hug, or another sign of
peace saying, "The peace of Christ be with you.”)

*PRAYER RESPONSE

“Hymn for a New Church” (verse 3)

Our poisoned roots can never bear the fruit that you would give.
Uproot the evils we hold dear, that we might grow and live.
You’ve never given up on us, in spite of all we’ve been;
Help us to not give up on you, let your new church begin.

THE WORD
A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
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*Please rise in body or spirit

FIRST READING
2

Genesis 2: 15-17, 3: 1-7

*Please rise in body or spirit

CHOIR ANTHEM
SECOND READING
One:
Many:

“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” arr. by Larry Shackley
Matthew 4: 1-11

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SERMON

Rev. Greg Bolt

RESPONDING
*HYMN OF HOPE
Hymn #783 “When We Are Tested”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

(excerpt of the Sarasota Statement)

We, a small and imperfect reflection of the church, gather in heart,
mind, and body to search for words to speak our faith convictions in our
particular cultural context: the hope we proclaim, the ways we fall
short, and the actions to which we commit ourselves. We are people of
hope who confess Jesus Christ is Lord over a Kingdom in which no one is
hungry, violence is no more, and all suffering is gone. All sit together
around a shared table, wolves and lambs enjoy each other’s company,
and every tear is wiped away from every eye. We trust that God is
always at work in our world and in our lives, giving us joy and calling us
to be faithful to Jesus’ vision of the Kingdom. We commit to continuously
rededicate ourselves to this work and strive, with hearty faith, to live
this Kingdom on earth, proclaiming: Chris has died! Christ has Risen!
Christ will come again!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Petitions
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Response

*Please rise in body or spirit

Hymnal p. 35
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WORSHIP THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore;
Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Hymn #606

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

God of the wilderness, we give these offerings in gratitude,
rejoicing in the abundance of your gifts to us.
We give these offerings in faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.
We give these offerings in hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your love in this world.
And with these offerings, we give ourselves;
May we live with generous hearts, with open hands. Amen

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise…

Words of Institution

Sharing the Sacrament
(You are invited to come forward and receive a piece of gluten free
bread and dip into the cup. The servers will say “the Bread of Heaven”
or “the Cup of Salvation”)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy God, we thank you for this feast of grace and life. As we have been
served, help us to serve our neighbors. As we have been fed, help us to
feed all who are hungry. As we have been loved, help us to love the
world—because in Christ Jesus you have loved us. Amen.
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*Please rise in body or spirit

