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GATHERING
WORDS OF INSPIRATION

“The fruit of reconciliation is bathed in the waters of repentance.”
- Dr. Christine Hong

ORGAN PRELUDE

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” setting by F. Ashdown
“Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” setting by E. Childs

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT
CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
All:

Prepare the way!
Deck the halls and light the candles.
Prepare the way!
Open the doors and sing a song of hope.
Prepare the way!
Make space in our hearts for a new kind of love.
Christ is coming.
Prepare the way!

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

PARTICIPANTS
In Ministry
Choir Director
Pianist
Organist
Pastor
Pastor
Liturgist
GREETER
USHER:
FELLOWSHIP
FLOWER

Hymn #129 “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Creator God— Not a day goes by when you do not invite us to be
peacemakers and advocates, listeners and good Samaritans. Not a day
goes by when we are not asked to be a friend to a stranger and a
neighbor to those in need. Not a day goes by when we are not asked to
be the people you call us to be, and yet, day after day, we lose sight of
your hope for this world. Forgive us for walking a different path and
grant us the strength to prepare a new way— Your way—here.
Gratefully we pray, Amen.

Today, 12/8,

Mon, 12/9,
Tues, 12/10,
Wed, 12/11,

Thurs, 12/12,
Sun, 12/15,

*SILENT PRAYER

Daisy Hofer
Paula Marshall
Greg’s Ordination Anniversary & December Birthdays
Scott & Mary Ellen Halverson – in memory of Inez Malmgren

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Scott & Mary Ellen Halverson

*HYMN OF PRAISE

The Congregation
Scott Perau
Lynn Dulak
JoAnne McNamara
The Rev. Heidi Bolt
The Rev. Greg Bolt
Zashata Burton

9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:55 p.m.
6:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.

Play Rehearsal
Adult Education – Dakota 38 Documentary
Worship
Fellowship
Christmas Caroling
Confirmation
Coffee at Mandy’s Café
Toy Wrapping - Deacons
RW Singers
Finance & Stewardship
Presbyterian Women
JuBELLation Ringers
Men’s Book Study
Advent Organ Series
Christmas Party
Play Rehearsal
Choir Practice
Women’s Book Study
Christmas Play Rehearsal
Adult Education – Dakota 38 Documentary
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*Please rise in body or spirit

1

*Please rise in body or spirit

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

One: Our peace is in God, who made heaven and earth,
Many: Our peace is in God, who promises unending grace,
One: Our home is in God, who forgives and redeems. Friends, this is the
good news:
Many: In Christ, God brought us back to our true home, to peace, to love,
and to life.
One: Know that we are forgiven and be at peace.
Many: Thanks be to God!

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One:
The Peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you…

(Please greet your neighbors with a handshake, a hug, or another sign of
peace saying, "The peace of Christ be with you.”)

*PRAYER RESPONSE

(see screen)

Peace can’t wait; she beckons brightly, softening the hardened heart.
Blessing all with brilliant beauty, fighting that which tears apart.
Violence has lost its power; now’s the time for God’s shalom.
Nevermore shall war devour; all the soldiers welcomed home.

THE WORD
A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Isaiah 11:1-9

BELL CHOIR ANTHEM

“O Come, Emmanuel” by J. Krug

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
One:
Many:

Matthew 3: 1-12

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SERMON

*Please rise in body or spirit
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Rev. Greg Bolt
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*Please rise in body or spirit

RESPONDING

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

One:

We give our offering hopefully, hoping that you can use these gifts,
hoping that these gifts can further your kingdom, hoping that your
kingdom will come.
Many: May your kingdom and your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Amen.

*HYMN OF HOPE

Hymn #163 “Wild and Lone the Prophet's Voice”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We trust God, whose Love and Justice are revealed over and over
through creation, community, and story, through the voices of prophets
and the lives of ordinary people, through a helpless newborn baby. We
trust Jesus the Christ, embodiment of God’s word, born a refugee, raised
in poverty, dependent on the kindness of others. His obedience to God’s
call brought him together with the most unlikely characters, and his
insistence on God’s radical love for all led him to the cross. Yet God’s
love was more powerful than human force, and on the third day love
walked out of the tomb, alive and free in the world. We trust the Holy
Spirit, breath of all life, who blows where she will, calling us to the same
path Jesus walked, and leading us all in the holy dance of life in the
kingdom of God. Even as days grow dark, even in the midst of
uncertainty, even now: the fire of God’s love burns bright, the wind of
the spirit cannot be contained, streams of living water flow in the
desert, and all earth cries glory, as we wait the dawn of God’s new day.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Petitions
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Response

SENDING
*HYMN OF TRUST
*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
Hymn #92 While We Are Waiting, Come

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.

*POSTLUDE

“Postlude on “Ose Shalom” by C. Harmon

*Some pieces of worship are from A Sanctified Art

Hymnal p. 35

WORSHIP THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“Trumpet Tune on Hyfrydol” setting by M. Helman
*Doxology
Hymn #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore;
Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*Please rise in body or spirit
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