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PARTICIPANTS

GATHERING
WORDS OF INSPIRATION
“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I
have placed in God's hands, that I still possess.”
-Martin Luther

ORGAN PRELUDE
“Noel Nouvelet” by Dale Wood
“What Shall I Give to the Child in the Manger?” arr. D. Wagner
“Rejoice! Our Redeemer Is Born” by Gerald Peterson
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

In Ministry
Choir Director
Pianist
Organist
Pastor
Pastor
Guest Pastor
Liturgist

The Congregation
Peter Dulak
Lynn Dulak
JoAnne McNamara
The Rev. Heidi Bolt
The Rev. Greg Bolt
The Rev. Denise Dunbar-Perkins
Bob McCaughtry

GREETER
USHER
FELLOWSHIP
FLOWERS

Andree Dodson
Chris Rayner
Don and Marilyn Olson
Dolores Rootes – in honor of Brenda’s Birthday

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, 12/30,

9:15 a.m.

Christian Education

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

10:30 a.m.

Worship

INTROIT

11:30 a.m.

Fellowship

Tues, 1/1

6:55 p.m.

JuBELLation Ringers

Wed, 1/2,

6:30 a.m.

Men’s Book Study

Thurs, 1/3,

7:30 a.m.

Women’s Book Study

CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

Like Joseph and Mary, we want to protect the child Jesus.
We want him to be safe and sound.
And when something unexpected happens, we are frightened.
We wonder what we should have done differently.
Lord, in this day, help us to remember that God is ever with us.
Let us place our trust in God's loving presence as we grow in our
own faith. AMEN.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
Hymn #143 “Angels, from the Realm of Glory”
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*Please rise in body or spirit
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*Please rise in body or spirit

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
You set boundaries for us, Holy God, yet we continue to cross over them
into sin. We are lost in our own way of believing that we are wiser than
you, and then we are amazed that you would question our actions and
lives. Offering us the warm sweater of love, we would rather slip our
lives into the sleeves of bitterness and anger. Challenging us to carry one
another's burdens, we complain about how heavy and uncomfortable
they are. Forgive us, Searching God, and clothe us with your gifts of
compassion, humility, patience, and hope. Then, dressed as your grateful
people, may we go forth to live as sisters and brothers of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior. Amen

SILENT PRAYER
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One:

The good news is simple: God loves us so much, we are forgiven and
granted new life.
Many: Praise God! As forgiven people, we will go to forgive others, and
share God's grace with them. Alleluia! Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
One:
The Peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you…
(Please greet your neighbors with a handshake, a hug, or another sign of
peace saying, "The peace of Christ be with you.”)

*PRAYER RESPONSE

#113 Refrain

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

THE WORD
A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES

v.1 #121 O Little Town of Bethlehem

Oh little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

*Please rise in body or spirit
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*Please rise in body or spirit

FIRST LESSON
SPECIAL MUSIC

Colossians 3:12-17

“Ukrainian Bell Carol” arr. L Sue

SECOND LESSON

Luke 2:41-52

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SERMON

Betsy Foster
Hymn #606

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore;
Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen

Luke 24:35-48

THIRD LESSON

One:
Many:

WORSHIP THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory "The Dark Bank of Clouds" by Ludvico Einaudi
*Doxology

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

“We Lost Jesus!”

Rev. Denise Dunbar Perkins

RESPONDING

One: Lord, hear our prayer
Many: God, you’ve entrusted us with the care of this family, therefore
with this offering, we commit ourselves in a small way of
showing to you what we are willing to do, and to be. Please accept
this meager offering and trust that in greater ways we will
continue to care for one another, in your name we pray Amen.

*HYMN OF HOPE

Hymn #192 ”Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (excerpt from Christmas Affirmation- Nathan Nettleton, 1999)
We believe in God, the creator and giver of life,
who brought all creation to birth, who mothers us and fathers us,
protecting, nurturing, and cherishing us.
We believe in Jesus Christ: God born among us as a fragile baby,
embodying both love and the need for love, and calling us to rest in God
as trustingly as a tiny child.
And we believe that each new child is a glimpse of the face of God,
a sign of the life to come, and a call to live in peace
and celebrate living together. Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God's people on earth. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Petitions
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer Hymnal p. 11
Response

*Please rise in body or spirit
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SENDING
*HYMN OF TRUST
Hymn #197 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
(Spoken)
To be lost is nothing to fear,
for everything that is lost
is on the path to being found.
And so by the grace of God, we are never lost, just wandering. Finding,
rediscovering, claiming all the places we now belong. And always will.
(Sung)
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me, I once
was lost but now I’m found, was blind but now I see.

*POSTLUDE

“Christmas Postlude on “In Dulci Jubilo” by G. Martin
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*Please rise in body or spirit

