
     *Please rise in body or in spirit. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

 Invitation  

 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 One:  The Lord be with you.  
 People: And also with you.  
 One:  Lift up your hearts.  
 People: We lift them to the Lord.  
 One:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise…  

Words of Institution  

Sharing the Sacrament  

(Please partake of the elements as they come to you. Pass the tray to 
your neighbor with the words, “the Bread of Heaven” or “the Cup of 

Salvation.”) 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Loving God, you graciously feed us, who have received these holy 
mysteries, with the bread of life and the cup of eternal salvation. 
May we who have received this sacrament, be strengthened in 
your service; we who have sung your praises tell of your glory 
and truth; we who have seen the greatness of your love see you 
face to face in your kingdom. For you have made us your own 
people by the death and resurrection of your Son our Lord and 
by the life-giving power of your Spirit. Amen. 
 

*HYMN OF TRUST 
Hymn : #97 “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” 

*CHARGE AND BLESSING  
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                #106 “Prepare the Way, O Zion” 

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 

Greet One who comes in Glory, foretold in sacred story. 

O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 
 

*POSTLUDE  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” setting R. Rowland 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
503 West Sixth Street  PH: 388-9584 

December 3, 2017—10:30 a.m. 
 

WORDS OF INSPIRATION  

The virgin birth has never been a major stumbling block in my 
struggle with Christianity; it’s far less mind-boggling than the Power 
of all Creation stooping so low as to become one of us. 
                              — Madeleine L’Engle 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE  “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” setting, R. Rowland  
 “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks” by M. Burkhardt 
 “Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying” b, R Hobby  

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*INTROIT   

CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  This is the beginning time for incarnation,   
Many: for God to quicken in skin and step among us.   
One:  So with every traveler on the way, each follower of 

promise, each wonderer and questioner, each one who dares 
to trust the promise of God, come to worship.  

Many: Let us gather in the Advent of a God who enters the fiery 
furnace of the unstable places of our world. 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE 
Hymn: #87 “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   Betty Beck 
 

One:  When we light the candle of Hope, we embrace God’s presence 
among us, yesterday and today and always. 

Many: Whatever we face in life, we will put our hope in God. 



  

 

Hymn #88 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel  
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

Faithful God, your promises have never wavered, and yet we are 
not always willing to believe them.  We descend into our own 
despair, unable to see past our immediate concerns.  We drag 
others down with us and live to complain and commiserate.  We 
ignore the miracles in front of our face. Forgive us, for living 
such small lives, O Lord, and restore in us the wonder of what it 
is to be your people.  Amen. 
 

*SILENT PRAYER  

  *ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One:  God is faithful.  God is merciful.  God does not hold our sins 

against us!  
Many: For this we give you thanks, O Lord. 
One:  Receive the assurance of your deliverance by the One who 

promised from old to set us free, and who seeks and finds us 
this very day. 

Many: Alleluia!  Amen.   

*PRAYER RESPONSE  Hymn #90 Wait for the Lord” 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  

Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! 

A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES  

SONG OF PREPARATION   “Grace Flow from Above” (see insert)   

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                         John 18: 36-37 

CHOIR ANTHEM   “God So Loved The World” arr. Benjamin Harlan 

(see insert) 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON             Daniel 3: 1, 8-30 

One: The Word of the Lord. 

Many:  Thanks be to God! 

SERMON                                                                              Rev. Heidi Bolt 

*HYMN OF HOPE 

Hymn  #274 “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (excerpt from the Declaration of Faith) 

Jesus' involvement in the human condition is God's involvement. 
His compassion for all kinds of people is God's compassion. His 
demand for justice, truth, and faithfulness is God's demand. His 
willingness to suffer rejection is God's willingness. Jesus' love for 
the very people who reject him is God's love.  
 

Jesus Christ stands at the center of the biblical record. The Bible 
is the account of God's word and action in history, together with 
his people's response in faith. It tells how the Lord has moved 
with Israel and the church towards the kingdom of God, his just 
and loving rule over all. It is the story of the one God, who is the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. That story is still unfolding 
and in faith we make it our own. It forms our memory and our 
hope. It tells us who we are and what we are to do. To retell it is 
to declare what we believe. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Petitions 
Pastoral Prayer 

            The Lord’s Prayer   Hymnal p. 11 
 Response  
 

WORSHIP THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 *Offertory            “Lo, He Comes!” by R. Powell 

 *Doxology                      Hymn #606 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all people here below; Praise Holy Spirit Evermore; 
 Praise triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
One:  Waiting God, we commit ourselves to waiting with you, 

waiting to hear your voice,  waiting to know your will,   
Many: Waiting to discover how you want us to serve you  with all 

that you have given us for the life of the world.  Amen. 



  

THE CONGREGATION’S MISSION: “First Presbyterian Church of Red 
Wing is a congregation that seeks to grow in the love of Jesus Christ and 
to share that love with the community and the world.” 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
In Ministry The Congregation 
Choir Director Peter Dulak 
Pianist Lynn Dulak 
Organist JoAnne McNamara 
Pastor The Rev. Heidi Bolt 
Pastor The Rev. Greg Bolt 
Liturgist Jennifer Beck 
 
GREETER:  Dorothy Kraft 
USHER:   TBD 
FELLOWSHIP:   Tamale Fest
FLOWERS:   Scott & Mary Ellen Halverson – 25th Anniversary 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THIS WEEK’S FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HAPPENINGS: 

TODAY,    7:00 a.m. Tamale Preperation 
    9:15 a.m. Christian Education 
    9:15 a.m. Christmas Play Rehearsal 
    10:30 a.m.  Worship 
                       11:30 a.m.    Fellowship 

11:30 a.m. Nominating Committee  
    12:00 p.m. Tamale Fest 
MON, 12/4,    10:00 a.m.      Coffee at Mandy’s Café 
  6:30 p.m. RW Singers 
TUES, 12/5,    5:30 p.m. Deacons 
    6:55 p.m.       JuBELLation Ringers 
WED, 12/6,  6:30 a.m.    Men’s Book Study 
    9:00 a.m. Building & Grounds 
    11:30 a.m.  Advent Organ Series Lunch 
    12:15 a.m.  Advent Organ Series 
    6:15 p.m.  Christmas Play Rehearsal 
THURS, 12/7  7:30 a.m. Women’s Book Study

FOOD SHELF - Our goal in December is to collect 75 canned vegetables. 
Your generosity helps others have healthy meals. Thank you for your 
thoughtfulness of others! 
 

JOIN US FOR LUNCH AND LEARN HOW TO MAKE TAMALES! 
Preparation: Saturday, December 2nd at 3:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 
3rd at 7:00 a.m Eating: Sunday at 12:00 p.m. In partnership with Hispanic 
Outreach 
 

RED WING SINGERS – King of Kings – Sunday, December 3rd  at 4:00 p.m. 
at the Church of St. Joseph, Red Wing. 

DON'T MISS SNOW DAY - A Dark (and Cold) Comedy About Climate 
Change by local New York Times best selling author Jacqueline West.  This 
world premiere is directed by Min Martin Oakes and features actors Jeff 
Chalmers and David Oakes December 1,2,7,8,9 at Hobgoblin Music 
Loft.   Tickets are $9.99 at the door  

CHRISTMAS PARTY - This year’s Christmas party will be held in the 
fellowship hall on December 12th at 5:30 p.m. David Melbye and Esther 
Gullixon will be joining us for this year’s musical entertainment. We look 
forward to seeing all of you there! 
Reservations contact Bit Skaar  651.442.9574 or mbskaar@gmail.com  
$14/person $35/family 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN - will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Monday 
December 11th. Please note the change of day we will each bring 3 dozen 
cookies to fill tins for our shut ins. We will enjoy lunch and fellowship. 
 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING - Providing assistance for those who have 
dedicated their lives to the service of the church and support leadership 
development and education at Presbyterian-related ethnic schools and 
colleges.  Follow in the tradition of the wise men, and give this Advent 
season.  The annual Christmas Joy Offering will be taken on December 
10th.   
  

THE DEACONS OFFERING - (formaly known as the “Loose Change” 
Offering) collected today will be donated to the Deacons to support their 
ministry. Bills and/or change are appreciated.  Thank you! 



     *Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 

 

 


