We are still in need of Volunteers with Overnights for Hope &
Harbor this week. Please contact the Church office, Greg,
Heidi or Paula Marshall if you are able to help!
Thank you!
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GATHERING
WORDS OF INSPIRATION

In the violence and suffering that surround the Christmas story, we find the
revelation of a God who does not inflict violence and suffering, but suffers
violence to bring love and peace.
-Nathan Nettleton

ORGAN PRELUDE

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” setting by R Rowland
“Carols of Joy and Gladness” by L. Smith
“Sing We a Glad Noel” by D. Wood

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT
CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:

In this Christmas season of great joy,
We praise the Lord for in mercy and abundant steadfast love.
God has become our Savior even in times of danger and threat
We praise God who has set us free from fear and death.
Through Jesus Christ, the pioneer of our salvation we praise and put
our trust in God alone.
Many: We therefore will follow Christ into a new year of living, and
loving, and serving.
One: Come, let us worship our glorious God!

*HYMN OF PRAISE

PARTICIPANTS
In Ministry
Choir Director
Pianist
Organist
Pastor
Pastor
Guest Pastor
Liturgist
GREETER
USHER:
FELLOWSHIP
FLOWER

The Congregation
Scott Perau
Lynn Dulak
JoAnne McNamara
The Rev. Heidi Bolt
The Rev. Greg Bolt
Rev. Denise Dunbar-Perkins
Justin Scheerer
David & Sylvia Anderson
Dale & Nancy Wagner
Scott & Mary Ellen Halverson
Scott & Mary Ellen Halverson – In memory of Inez Malmgren

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, 12/29,
Mon, 12/30,
Wed, 1/1,
Thurs, 1/2,
Sun, 1/5,

9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Adult Education
Worship
Fellowship
Coffee at Mandy’s Café

7:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.

Women’s Book Study
Adult Education – Naked Spirituality
by Brian McLaren

Office Closed

Hymn #145 “What Child is This?”

*Please rise in body or spirit
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*Please rise in body or spirit

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God with great love you have claimed us as your children.
However, we confess that we have not loved you as we should. We have
not participated fully in your purposes and plans and grow weary and
give up when the way is hard. We have not loved our sisters and
brothers as you intended and have become complacent in the presence
of injustice and violence. Forgive us especially when we fail to protect
those who are vulnerable and precious in your sight. Forgive our misuse of power against people and against your creation. Help us to show
love to others by living in harmony and peace. We pray in the name of
Jesus Christ who shared our flesh and blood. Amen.

*SILENT PRAYER
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One:

Children of God it is clear that Jesus Christ came to help sinners. He is
our Savior in all our distress and it is his presence that saves us.
Sisters and brothers declare with me the good news of the gospel:
anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life is behind us;
today a new life has begun.
Many: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One:
The Peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you…

(Please greet your neighbors with a handshake, a hug, or another sign of
peace saying, "The peace of Christ be with you.”)

*PRAYER RESPONSE

Hymn # 515 “I Come with Joy”

I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free.
In awe and wonder to recall His life laid down for me,
His life laid down for me.

*Please rise in body or spirit
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*Please rise in body or spirit

THE WORD

WORSHIP THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
“He Shall Feed His Flock Like a Shepherd” by G.F Handel
Offertory

A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Isaiah 63:7-9

BELL CHOIR ANTHEM

*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore;
Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

“Angel We have Heard on High” arr. by K. Buckwalter

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
One:
Many:

Hebrews 2:10-18, Matthew 2:13-23

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SERMON

“The “Other” Christmas Story

RESPONDING

*HYMN OF HOPE

Rev. Denise Dunbar-Perkins

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

(The Apostles’ Creed)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Please rise in body or spirit

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

God, you’ve entrusted us with the care of this family, therefore
with this offering, we commit ourselves in a small way of showing to you
what we are willing to do, and to be. Please accept this meager offering
and trust that in greater ways we will continue to care for one another,
in your name we pray Amen.

SENDING

Hymn # 137 “He Came Down”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Petitions
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Response

Soloist Libby Sorenson
Hymn #606

*HYMN OF TRUST
Hymn #136 “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
Arise, your light is come!
The Spirit’s call obey;
Show forth the glory of your God,
Which shines on you today.

*POSTLUDE

(Tune: Hymn #744)

“Hallelujah Chorus from ‘Messiah’” arr. R. Lloyd

Hymnal p. 35
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*Please rise in body or spirit

