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PARTICIPANTS

GATHERING
WORDS OF INSPIRATION

When the Holy Child is born into our hearts there is a rain of stars, a rushing
of angels, a blaze of candles, this God burst into our lives. Love is running
through the streets.
-Ann Weems

PIANO PRELUDE

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

In Ministry
Choir Director
Pianist
Organist
Pastor
Pastor

The Congregation
Peter Dulak
Lynn Dulak
JoAnne McNamara
The Rev. Heidi Bolt
The Rev. Greg Bolt

GREETER
USHER
COMMUNION

Mike, Joy & Emma Krajna
John Plehal
Greg & Heidi Bolt, Pam Paulus and Sylvia Anderson

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT

“Still, Still, Still”

CALL TO WORSHIP

One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:

arr. by L. Sue

Scott & Mary Ellen Halverson

If you are like Joseph, and you are seeking truth,
There is room here for you.
If you are like Mary, and you are seeking rest,
There is a seat here for you.
If you are like the wise men, and you are looking for a sign,
These candles are here for you.
If you are like the angels, and you cannot help but sing,
There is a melody here for you.
Come in. You are in God’s house. Love was born tonight, and there is
love here for you.
Many: Let us worship the God of love.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

Brian and Pam Paulus

*HYMN OF PRAISE

Hymn #123” It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

*Please rise in body or spirit
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*Please rise in body or spirit

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of kings and shepherds, God of teenage mothers and stepparents,
God of angel choruses and starlight-- We confess to waiting. We have
waited to extend grace. We have waited to say, “I love you.” We have
waited to apologize. We have waited to be just, choosing comfort and
convenience over the needs of our neighbors. We have waited-- waited
for someone else to make a move, waited for a sign, waited until it was
our issue. You ask us to be the body of Christ, but in many ways, we have
waited. Forgive us. Change us. Remind us of your love for this world,
which can’t wait. In your name we pray, Amen.

*SILENT PRAYER
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One:

Know this, already your world is a little bit calmer and brighter having
offered to God the bits of chaos clouding your life. Now the dark skies
give way to beams of light illuminating your way. Move forward into
God's future, forgiven and free.
Many: Thanks be to God! Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One:
The Peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you…

(Please greet your neighbors with a handshake, a hug, or another sign of
peace saying, "The peace of Christ be with you.”)

*PRAYER RESPONSE

(See Screen)

God can’t wait to be among us; heaven’s blessing comes to earth.
Feel the sparkle of God’s presence; hope fulfilled at Jesus’ birth.
Come and sing, our wait is finished; Christ is here in flesh and bone.
See the power of hate diminished; love has won and calls us home.

THE WORD
A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
FIRST LESSON
CHOIR ANTHEM

*Please rise in body or spirit
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Isaiah 9: 2-7

“Rise Shepherds” (with "Go, Tell It on the Mountain")
2

By Susan Naylor Callaway
(page 7)

*Please rise in body or spirit

SECOND LESSON
One:
Many:

Luke 2: 1-20

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SERMON

Rev. Greg Bolt

RESPONDING
*HYMN OF HOPE

Hymn #107 “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Petitions
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer Hymnal p. 11
Response

WORSHIP THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore;
Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise…

Words of Institution
Sharing the Sacrament

(You are invited to come forward and receive a piece of gluten free bread
and dip into the cup. The servers will say “the Bread of Heaven” or “the Cup
of Salvation”)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Hymn #606

We give you thanks, O Lord, for once again you have filled us with good
things— not just bread and wine, but your very self. Now may this
glimpse of your kingdom sustain us, and give us eyes to see you at work
in every place, and strength to be your body in the world. As you have
blessed the bread and broken it, you have blessed us and let light shine
through the cracks. Make us your people, again and again, light for the
world. In Jesus name. Amen.

SENDING

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
One:

Waiting God, we commit ourselves to waiting with you, waiting to
hear your voice, waiting to know your will,
Many: Waiting to discover how you want us to serve you with all that
you have given us for the life of the world. Amen.

*HYMN OF PEACE

#122 “Silent Night, Holy Night”
(A flame will be passed candle-to-candle during hymn.)

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
*POSTLUDE

*Please rise in body or spirit
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#134 “Joy to the World”
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*Please rise in body or spirit

