
*CHARGE AND BLESSING  

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE   (read together) 

May we go with God’s blessing, remembering what has been and 
who we have loved, and striving forward for what is yet to be in 

the name of Jesus, the light bearer; Amen 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME   

CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  Tonight, we gather here in this place of refuge, 
Many: for we are lost, we are lonely, we are afraid. 
One: Tonight, we gather daring to wonder if God has indeed come in 

Jesus, 
Many: bringing the rejection we have known, our loss, our failed 

relationships, and holding our heartache in our hands. 
One: Tonight, we gather with neighbors and strangers, a family 

made one by our brokenness, 
Many: coming with our hearts full of hope, and our pockets filled 

with doubts. 
One: Tonight, we gather just as we are, 
Many: for God has promised to meet us here and to love us for 

who we are. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE    
 

One:  This first candle we light to remember those whom we have 
loved and lost.  We pause to remember their name, their face, 
their voice, the memory that binds them to us in this 
season. (Pause). 

Many: May God's eternal love surround them. 
One: This second candle we light is to redeem the pain of loss; the 

loss of relationships, the loss of jobs, the loss of health. (Pause) 

We pause to gather up the pain of the past and offer it to God, 
asking that from God's hands we receive the gift of peace. 

Many: Refresh, restore, renew us O God, and lead us into your 
future. 

One: This third candle we light is to remember ourselves this 
Christmas time.  We pause and remember these past weeks 
and months; the disbelief, the anger, the down times, the 
poignancy of reminiscing, the hugs and handshakes of family 
and friends, all those who stood with us. (Pause) We give 
thanks for the support we have known. 

Many: Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness. 
One: This fourth candle is lit to remember our faith and gift of hope 

which the Christmas story offers to us. (Pause) We remember 
that God who shares our life promises us a place and time of 
no more pain and suffering. 

Many: Let us remember the one who shows the way, who brings 
the truth and who bears the light. 

POEM            I will Light Candles this Christmas by Howard Thurman 

SONG           #90 Wait For the Lord (3 times) 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart 

SCRIPTURE                          Isaiah 40: 1-11 

POEM Wild Geese by Mary Oliver 

SONG             #90  Wait For the Lord (3 times) 

SCRIPTURE          Psalm 121 

POEM                The Journey by David Whyte  

SONG           #90 Wait for the Lord (3 times) 

SCRIPTURE                    Revelation 21: 1-7 

POEM               Heavy by Mary Oliver 

SONG             #90 Wait for the Lord (3 times) 

RELFECTION 

PRAYER STATIONS 

PRAYER 

*HYMN          #144 “In the Bleak Midwinter” (verses 1 & 4) 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan;  

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 


