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GATHERING
WORDS OF INSPIRATION

Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul, and sings the tune
without the words, and never stops at all.

PIANO PRELUDE

-Emily Dickinson

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT
CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:

Hope is gravity for the broken—
Pulling us up.
Hope is manna in the wilderness
When we want to give up.
Hope is seeing stars in the city
When we forget the sky is there.
Hope is the anthem of faith
And the reason we’re here.
So come to this place with your hopes and your fears,
For the God of new life is drawing near.
Let us worship Holy God.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

The Grewe-Foster Family

PARTICIPANTS
In Ministry
Choir Director
Pianist
Organist
Pastor
Pastor
Liturgist
GREETER
USHER:
FELLOWSHIP
FLOWER

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious God, You paint a picture of a better world— A world of peace
and joy, of equality and grace. But we turn our heads and close our eyes,
afraid that you might want us to help. You ask us to be brave, and we
are complacent. You ask us to speak out, but instead we stay quiet. You
ask us to listen, and we assume we are the experts. You lead with love,
and we wait on the sidelines. Forgive us for always being ten steps
behind you. Forgive us for all the ways we are works in progress. Fill
our hearts with a hope that won’t let go. Gratefully we pray, Amen.

*SILENT PRAYER
*Please rise in body or spirit
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Jane Ward
David Foster & Karen Grewe
Open
Open

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, 12/1,

Mon, 12/2,

*HYMN OF PRAISE

Hymn #82 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

The Congregation
Scott Perau
Lynn Dulak
JoAnne McNamara
The Rev. Heidi Bolt
The Rev. Greg Bolt
John Plehal

Tues, 12/3,
Wed, 12/4,

Thurs, 12/5,
Sun, 12/8,

9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
4:45 p.m.

Play Rehearsal
Adult Education – Advent Hymns
Worship
Fellowship
Coffee at Mandy’s Café
What a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood –

6:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:55 p.m.
6:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.

RW Singers
Deacons
JuBELLation Ringers
Men’s Book Study
Building & Grounds
Advent Organ Series
Advent Soiree
Play Rehearsal
Choir Practice
Women’s Book Study
Adult Education – Dakota 38 Documentary
*Please rise in body or spirit
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Movie at RW Cinema 8

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

One: Our help is in God, who made heaven and earth,
Many: Our hope is in God, who promises unending grace,
One: Our home is in God, who forgives and redeems. Friends, this is the
good news:
Many: In Christ, God brought us back to our true home, to hope, to love,
and to life.
One: Know that we are forgiven and be at peace.
Many: Thanks be to God!

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One:
The Peace of Christ be with you.
Many: And also with you…

(Please greet your neighbors with a handshake, a hug, or another sign of
peace saying, "The peace of Christ be with you.”)

*PRAYER RESPONSE

(see screen)

Hope can’t wait; she beckons brightly, shining surely in the dark.
To the lonely, lost, and labored, hope endows the Spirit’s spark.
In our times of deep despairing, God renews the troubled soul.
Mercy strong beyond comparing mends and makes the broken whole.

THE WORD
A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
PSALM READING

Psalm 122

CHOIR ANTHEM
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
One:
Many:

Isaiah 2: 1-5

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SERMON

Rev. Gale Robb

RESPONDING
*HYMN OF HOPE
*Please rise in body or spirit
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Hymn #772 “Live into Hope”
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*Please rise in body or spirit

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We trust God, whose Love and Justice are revealed over and over
through creation, community, and story, through the voices of prophets
and the lives of ordinary people, through a helpless newborn baby. We
trust Jesus the Christ, embodiment of God’s word, born a refugee, raised
in poverty, dependent on the kindness of others. His obedience to God’s
call brought him together with the most unlikely characters, and his
insistence on God’s radical love for all led him to the cross. Yet God’s
love was more powerful than human force, and on the third day love
walked out of the tomb, alive and free in the world. We trust the Holy
Spirit, breath of all life, who blows where she will, calling us to the same
path Jesus walked, and leading us all in the holy dance of life in the
kingdom of God. Even as days grow dark, even in the midst of
uncertainty, even now: the fire of God’s love burns bright, the wind of
the spirit cannot be contained, streams of living water flow in the
desert, and all earth cries glory, as we wait the dawn of God’s new day.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Petitions
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Response

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise…

Words of Institution

Sharing the Sacrament

(Hymn # 525 “Let Us Break Bread Together)

(Please partake of the elements as they come to you. Pass the tray to your
neighbor with the words, “the Bread of Heaven” or “the Cup of Salvation.”)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

WORSHIP THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit Evermore;
Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Hymnal p. 35

Holy God, we thank you for this feast of grace and life. As we have been
served, help us to serve our neighbors. As we have been fed, help us to
feed all who are hungry. As we have been loved, help us to love the
world—because in Christ Jesus you have loved us. Amen.

SENDING
Hymn #606

*HYMN OF TRUST

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

One:

We give our offering hopefully, hoping that you can use these gifts,
hoping that these gifts can further your kingdom, hoping that your
kingdom will come.
Many: May your kingdom and your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Amen.

Hymn #105 “People Look East”

Hymn #92 While We Are Waiting, Come

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.

*POSTLUDE
*Some pieces of worship are from A Sanctified Art

*Please rise in body or spirit
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*Please rise in body or spirit

